
Thank You for Joining!
Stakeholder Comment Period - 9 am - 10 am.
SPARK Session - 10 am - 11 am.  



SPARK Session #2 - May 8, 2021 



SPARK Sessions Recording Disclaimer

The Department of Cannabis Regulation (DCR)  is recording this 

meeting by audio and visual means.  By continuing with this 

meeting, you consent to this recording and acknowledge that the 

Department of Cannabis Regulation owns the recording and may 

use or reproduce it in any manner it deems necessary.  If you do 

not consent to being recorded, please discontinue your 

participation in this meeting.
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Stakeholder Comment Period

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Raise your hand (or use *9 if calling from a phone) to provide 
stakeholder comment. 
Feel free to state your name, if interested. 
Participants have two (2) minutes to speak.
Participants are allowed to speak once per Stakeholder Comment 
Period. 
Comment collection and not an engagement method.
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REMINDER
Upcoming: 
Cannabis Regulation 
Commission Meeting
Thursday, May 20, 2021
Begins at 2:00 p.m. 
Access via DCR homepage, or 
Cannabis Regulation 
Commission menu.
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SPARK Virtual Meeting Room 
Now Available!

• RSVP for future SPARK Sessions.
• Watch past SPARK Sessions. 
• Utilize SPARK Resource Station.
• Take a SPARK Survey.
• Provide feedback in the SPARK 

Comment Box. 

Access the Virtual Meeting Room from 
the DCR website’s SPARK landing page. 
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9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Sign-Up for the SPARK Email List!

Get all the latest SPARK news, direct 
access to the Virtual Meeting Room 
and additional updates from DCR. 

Sign-up link on the SPARK Landing 
Page on the DCR website. 



Stakeholder Comment Period

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Raise your hand (or use *9 if calling from a phone) to provide 
stakeholder comment.
Feel free to state your name, if interested. 
Participants have two (2) minutes to speak.
Participants are allowed to speak once per Stakeholder Comment 
Period. 
Comment collection and not an engagement method.



Stakeholder Comment Period
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Contacting the Department of Cannabis 
Regulation

Applicant and Licensees should contact DCR through the following 

methods: 

Send an EMAIL to DCRLicensing@lacity.org. 

Call (213) 978-0738 to speak to a DCR representative. 

Non-applicants and licensees with questions should contact DCR 

through the following methods:

Send an EMAIL to Cannabis@lacity.org.

Call (213) 978-0738 to speak to a DCR representative. 
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SPARK Sessions Guidelines

• Polls will be posted throughout 
the session, please provide 
feedback!

• SPARK Sessions are 
informational sessions.

• Submit general questions using 
the Q&A function.* 
*Specific licensing and application questions 
should be submitted to 
DCRLicensing@lacity.org.  

mailto:DCRLicensing@lacity.org


SPARK Updates



Welcome and Introduction(s)



Welcome and Introduction(s)



City of Los Angeles Social Equity Program



Social Equity Program

The Mission of the Social Equity 
Program is “to promote equitable 
ownership and employment 
opportunities in the cannabis industry in 
order to decrease disparities in life 
outcomes for marginalized communities, 
and to address the disproportionate 
impacts of the War on Drugs in those 
communities.”



History of the Social Equity Program

2016 -2017

• California voters pass adult-use 

legalization 

• City of Los Angeles voters pass local 

medical and adult-use legalization 

• City’s establishes DCR and CRC 

• Original Social Equity Analysis 

• City Council Adopts Cannabis 

Procedures Ordinance; includes SEP 



History of the Social Equity Program

2018 - 2019

• Phase 1 Application Period Began 

• Phase 2 Application Period Began 

• Eligibility Verification Application Period 

- Original Criteria 

• SEP Budget Allocation - General Fund 

• DCR Hires SEP Director 

• Phase 3 Retail Round 1 Application 

Period Began 



History of the Social Equity Program

2020 - 2021

• Comprehensive Amendments to CPO; 

includes SEP & expanded social equity 

analysis 

• Phase 3 Delivery, Distribution and 

Manufacturing Application Period Began 

• SEP Budget Allocation - Cannabis Equity 

Grants 

• Pro Bono Legal Services Became Available 

• SEED Grant Program Application Period 

Began 



Poll Question #1



Social Equity Program Requirements



● Original 
○ Verification Period  -- CLOSED 
○ Approx. 1600 Individuals Verified

■ Tier 1 
■ Tier 2 
■ Tier 3*

○ Refer to your Accela account to confirm you 
are a verified Applicant 

● Expanded & Phase 3 Retail Round 2 
○ Verification Period -- TBD 

The Social Equity Program is available 
to individuals verified by the 
Department as Social Equity 
Individual Applicants. To be verified 
individuals must meet certain criteria 
related to:

Social Equity Program:
Individual Level Eligibility Verification



Social Equity Program:
Entity Level Eligibility Verification



Poll Question #2



Social Equity Program 
Resources and Benefits



Social Equity Program

Social Equity Program Benefits and Resources

 

• Application Processing
• Business, Licensing, and Compliance 

Assistance
• Fee Waiver Program and Fee Deferral 

Program
• SEED Grant Program 
• Pro Bono Legal Services



Social Equity Program:
Program Status



Poll Question #3



Social Equity Program:
Application Processing

Priority Application Processing 

Social Equity Applicants receive certains 

benefits related to application processing. 

When certain requirements are met, they 

are eligible for:

● Priority access to Retail and Delivery 

Licenses

● Priority License Application 

Processing 

● Priority License Renewal Processing 



Social Equity Program Overview

Business, Licensing, and 
Compliance Assistance
● The BLC program will provide Social 

Equity Applicants with programming and 

training in the areas of state and local 

licensing requirements, commercial 

cannabis regulations, general business 

development, cannabis-specific business 

development and workforce 

development.

● This curricula will be available Summer 
2021. Stay tuned! 



Social Equity Program:
Fee Deferral Program & Fee Waiver Program

In April 2021, City Council approved DCR’s Rules and Regulations for the Fee Deferral and Fee 
Waiver Program.

Fee Deferral Program

To date, DCR has made $250,000 available to verified Social Equity Applicants through the Fee 
Deferral Program. Additional Fee Deferrals will be made available as resources allow.

Fee Waiver Program

DCR will make an additional $650,000 available for fee waivers. Fee waivers may be applied to Social 
Equity Application (SEIA) Eligibility Verification Fees for individuals who submit a complete eligibility 
verification application. More details are forthcoming. 



Social Equity Program:
SEED Grant Program

The Financial Grant Program is now the Social Equity Entrepreneur Development (SEED) Grant 
Program. 

• In April 2021, the City of  Los Angeles established the Social Equity Entrepreneur Development 

Grant Program (SEED) Grant Program). 

• The SEED Grant Program utilizes funding from the Cannabis Equity Grant for Local Jurisdictions 

(CEG Grant) to provide financial assistance to verified Social Equity Individual Applicants. 

• To date, the City of Los Angeles has dedicated $6 million towards the SEED Grant Program through 

funds made available through 2019 and 2020 California  CEG Grant awards. 

https://business.ca.gov/cannabis-equity-grants-program-for-local-jurisdictions/
https://business.ca.gov/cannabis-equity-grants-program-for-local-jurisdictions/


Poll Question #4



Social Equity Program:
Pro Bono Legal Services

The Los Angeles County Bar Association’s 

Cannabis Section, in partnership with DCR, 

has created a Pro Bono Legal Assistance 

program which will operate through the Bar 

Association’s Smart Law Referral Service 

for Social Equity Applicants. This referral 

service is available ONLY to Social Equity 

Applicants who applied in Phase 3 Retail 

Round 1 and were determined eligible for 

further processing. Depending on demand 

and availability, these services may be 

expanded to other applicants in the future.



Poll Question #5



SPARK Next Steps



Upcoming SPARK Events and Engagement



SPARK Next Steps

46

The next SPARK SESSION will be held Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
(Licensing & Regulation) 
• RSVP available in Virtual Meeting Room.

SPARK SURVEYS and SPARK COMMENT BOX are available through 
June 30, 2021.



Stay Connected to SPARK!

47

SPARK Virtual Meeting Room

DCR Website

DCR Email Blast

SPARK Comment Box

SPARK Surveys 

SPARK Sessions

*NEW* Email List



Closing Remarks




