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Background

The SEED Grant Program is utilizing funding from the 2019 and 2020 Cannabis Equity Grant for 

Local Jurisdictions (CEG Grant) to provide financial assistance to verified Social Equity Individual 

Applicants. 

 In June 2020 DCR selected Elevate Impact LA to administer the Financial Grant Program. 

In April 2021, the City of Los Angeles established the Social Equity Entrepreneur Development 

Grant Program (SEED) Grant Program formerly known as the Financial Grant Program.   

▪ To date, the City of Los Angeles has dedicated $ 6 million to the SEED Grant Program.

▪ $5 million available via SEED 1.0 

▪ $1 million available via SEED 2.0 



SEED 1.0

▪ Total amount available: $5 million 
▪ Grant Eligibility: All Phase 3 Retail Round 1

▪  Social Equity Individual Applicants 

▪ Individual Applicants Grant Amount: $25,000 



SEED 2.0

▪ Total Amount Available: $1 million 

▪ Grant Amount: A Total of $10,000 Available  in Two 

Disbursements: 
▪ (1) $5,000 when DCR deems the Applicant Eligible for Further Processing; and 
▪ (2) $5,000 when the Applicant is Eligible for a Notice of Local Compliance 

Underway



Grant Disbursement

▪ SEED Grant Applicants must apply by August 18, 2021.

▪ SEED grant funds not distributed by 90 days prior to the end of the 
City’s CEG Contract may be disbursed on a pro rata basis to 
eligible recipients who applied by August 18, 2021.

▪ Applicants who received funds under SEED 1.0 are not eligible for 
SEED 2.0. Applicants who receive funds under SEED 2.0 are not 
eligible for SEED 1.0. 
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 6-Step Grant 
Disbursement Process



Step 1 - Apply Online

▪ Register for an account at 
www.ElevateImpactLA.com

▪ Complete the grant application online

○ Paper applications will not be 
accepted

○ Provide ACA Reference number

○ Upload Grant Assessment 
documents

▪ Applicant eligibility will be confirmed

http://www.elevateimpactla.com/


How to find your 
Accela Number

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8kV2HLwbYg






Step 1 - Apply Online



  Step 2 - Application Review

▪ Grant applications are reviewed by 
Elevate Impact LA Staff to ensure 
eligibility is met and required 
documents are submitted

▪ If complete, the Applicant receives 
email saying that the application is 
complete 

▪ If not complete, the Applicant receives 
email stating what is  missing



Step 2 (cont’d) - Application 
Review

Grant Application is assessed by Elevate Impact 
Staff.

Once the applicant is assessed, email is sent 
saying application has been approved and grant 
documents will be prepared

If applicants are not approved, they are coached 
on how to improve their  application and 
Applicant can then re-submit their grant 
application



Assessment Documents

▪ Budget  Narrative of how funds will 
be used

▪ Budget or line item list of 
expenditures for the requested 
grant amount

▪ Business Executive Summary (3 to 5 
pages)

▪ Monthly expense projections for a 
12-month period



Assessment Documents



Written Budget Narrative 



Questions



Budget

BUDGET:  Must total requested funding 
amount. Excel/Google Sheets format 
required.  PDFs will not be accepted. 



Questions



Monthly Projections 



Questions



 Business Executive Summary 



Questions



Grant Assessment Checklist



Step 3 - Grant Approval

▪A completed Grant Application will be 
reviewed by the Elevate Impact LA Grant 
Committee

▪If approved, Email will be sent to the 
Applicant and City of Los Angeles stating 
grant is approved and applicant becomes 
and “Approved Applicant”
○ If not approved, applicant can re-apply



Step 4 - Virtual Signing 

▪ Once approved, Grant Agreement is 
created

▪ Elevate Impact meets virtually with 
the Approved Applicant to review 
and sign the Grant Agreement.

▪ Approved Applicant’s identity will be 
verified via video conference

▪ The City of LA will then electronically 
sign the grant documents



Step 5 - Grant Disbursement

▪ Approved Applicant creates 
an account at 
ElevateImpactFunds.com 

▪ Approved Applicant to 
provide information for 
preferred receipt of funds

▪ Elevate to disburse funds



Approved Uses 



Unapproved Uses 

• Unlicensed cannabis business
• Non-cannabis businesses that serve the 

cannabis industry
• Buying inventory
• Personal expenses or the acquisition of 

personal property such as cars, homes, 
etc.

• Relending or investing
• To engage in prohibited operations



Step 6 - Post Grant Disbursements

Grant Recipients will be required 
to upload receipts detailing all 
approved uses of grant funds at 
ElevateImpactFunds.com



Disbursement
Overview

STEP 1:  Grant Approval Email
STEP 2:  Legal Document Review 
STEP 3:  Document Signing
STEP 4: Video Identity Verification
STEP 5:  Establish account to receive funds

○ Elevateimpactfunds.com Account

    STEP 6:  Grant Funds Disbursement



Step 1:  
Grant Approval Email 

• Approved Applicants receive legal documents via 
email

• Approved Applicants have the opportunity to 
review these documents with Elevate Impact Staff

• Approved Applicants will then sign and return 
documents to Elevate Impact

 
 



Step 2:  
Legal Document Review 

✔ SEED Grant Agreement 
✔ Document Review Consultation Form
✔ W-9
✔ Attachment A - Standard Provisions (no 

signature required)

35



Step 3:  
Document Signing 

✔ DocuSign is an electronic platform which allows for 
the e-signing of documents remotely 

✔ You have received your documents via email via the 
Grant Approval Email  

✔ You can sign and email them back to Elevate or you 
can request a DocuSign… Let us know which you 
prefer

✔ City officials will then e-sign the documents via 
DocuSign 36



Step 4:  
Video Identity Verification 

• Elevate will hold a Video Call with Approved 
Applicant to verify their identity

• This step is required to get your password to set up an 
Elevate Impact Funds Account

• Verification Steps include:
• Hold up your ID and match it to the Underwriter file
• Hold up your bank statement and match it to the 

Underwriter file
37



Step 5:  Establish Elevate 
Fund Account 

• Elevate Impact Funds Account 
○ First, Complete Video call to verify your identity
○ Next, You will receive Elevate Impact Funds account 

credentials including username and password so you 
can establish an account to receive grant funds   

○ You will need to have an electronic version of the 
driver’s license and bank statement or voided 
check ready for to be uploaded to Elevate Impact 
Funds when establishing account to receive funds 38



Establish Account at 
Elevateimpactfunds.com

Open email with Elevate Impact email and a 
Password sent earlier

39



Enter Contact 
Information 

Verify identity by entering contact information that is 
listed  in the  grant document (name, address and email)

40



Enter Banking 
Information 

Enter banking information provided on the bank statement on file 
(Routing Number and Bank account can be found on a check or online)

41



Receive 
Micro-Deposits 

42

Confirm Approved Applicant’s bank account is enabled to receive 
grant funds:
○ Approved Applicant will receive micro-deposits to confirm the account 

has been established
○ Approved Applicant should let Underwriter know when they have 

received the micro-deposits and the amount of the micro-deposit (not 
instantaneous deposit may take as much as 2 business days)

○ Underwriter to let Program Manager know micro-deposits have been 
received by the Approved Applicant 



Step 6:  
Funds Disbursement

43

1. Grant agreement is signed by you 
and the City

2. Your Elevate Account is verified 
3. Grant funds are disbursed



Questions





Please Stand By


