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Purpose of this Webinar
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DPH-EH Roles
Health Officer for 85 cities; 124 unincorporated areas
Environmental Health – Inspections, Enforcement

and Education



Cannabis Ordinance (2017)
• DPH to conduct health and safety inspections for 

cities that contract with Los Angeles County.

• Ensure permitted cannabis facilities comply with State 
and local laws and regulations.

• Regulate:  Cultivation, Manufacturing, Distribution, 
and Retail (Storefront and Delivery)

• Commercial cannabis businesses are not permitted in 
the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, 
however…
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Health & Safety Concerns…
• General sanitation/vermin free - construction

• Equipment Requirements 

• Safe water supply

• Product safety (source, storage, packaging, labeling, etc.) 

• Employee health, hygiene and habits
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Site Evaluation Process – Existing Facilities
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL FACILITIES
• Building is vermin proofed
• Wall-mounted soap & paper towel dispensers (or air hand dryers) for all 

handwashing sinks
• All equipment and plumbing fixtures approved in good repair
• Adequate ventilation/lighting/shelving
• Approved floors/walls/ceilings/cove base finishes in toilet room
• Cannabis waste area/container secured

CRITICAL ITEMS NON-CRITICIAL ITEMS
• Essential sinks are available • Inoperative lights
• Hot & cold water available at 

essential sinks 
• Missing paper towel/soap 

dispensers
• Approved water heater • Broken/missing floor tiles
• Toilet available • Peeling paint on walls

• Approved closed loop extraction • Inadequate storage shelves



CRITICAL ITEMS NEEDED TO PASS…
• Essential sinks are available (e.g., handwashing, 

warewashing, mop, etc.)
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CRITICAL ITEMS NEEDED TO PASS…
• Hot and cold water available at all sinks

Warm water (minimum 100˚F) measured at handwash 
sink. Sinks with a premixing faucet shall supply warm 
water between (100˚F – 108˚F)

Hot water (minimum 120˚F) measured at warewashing 
sink, mop sink, and preparation sink  
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CRITICAL ITEMS NEEDED TO PASS…
• Approved water heater with adequate rating and 

drainage
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CRITICAL ITEMS NEEDED TO PASS…
• Toilet(s) available – Number determined by local 

building and plumbing requirements

UNAPPROVED
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CRITICAL ITEMS NEEDED TO PASS…
Manufacturing 
Approved closed loop extraction
Approved hood (Mechanical Exhaust/Fume)
Cooking without hood - Need prior approval from B&S 

and Fire



Decision Tree
• Does your facility meet ALL critical requirements?
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YES NO

Recommend
Site

Evaluation 

Do Not
Recommend

Site
Evaluation



Site Evaluation Application
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis-facilities.htm
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Site Evaluation Application Process
• Email completed application to CCEP at:

ccep@ph.lacounty.gov

• Invoice will be provided by CCEP 

• Pay Invoice ($334 per activity) at EH Headquarters

or mail invoice and payment to CCEP

• CCEP will contact and schedule Site Evaluation
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mailto:ccep@ph.lacounty.gov


Rooms/Areas to be Evaluated…
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Facility

Display/Sales Processing

Grow Room



Rooms/Areas to be Evaluated…
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Chemical 
Storage

Employee 
Lockers

Janitorial 
Room

Storage
Room



Rooms/Areas to be Evaluated…
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Trash Area

Toilet 
Room
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OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
Building is vermin proofed
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OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
• Wall-mounted soap & paper towel dispensers (or air 

hand dryers) for all handwashing sinks



OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
• All equipment and plumbing fixtures approved and in 

good repair
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OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
Adequate ventilation/lighting
Ventilation: approved ventilation shall be provided to facilitate 
proper air circulation, free from excessive heat and 
condensation; and to provide reasonable comfort for all employees     
Lighting: Rooms and areas shall have enough natural or artificial 
lighting.
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 Table 1. Lighting Requirements  
  Types of Rooms/Areas  Foot Candles 

• Any area where the safety of the employee is a factor while 
working with cannabis, utensils, or equipment 
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• Handwash sink area 
• Toilet rooms  
• Warewashing area 
• Dry storage area 

• Equipment and utensil storage 
• In all areas and rooms during 

periods of cleaning 
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• Refrigeration units 
 

10 
 



OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
• Approved floors/walls/ceilings/cove base
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Vinyl Tiles (VCT) are not an 
acceptable flooring material, 
except in customer or 
prepackaged retail display areas



OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
• Adequate shelving

23



24

OTHER ITEMS TO BE CHECKED…
• Cannabis waste storage bin/area must be 

secured to prevent public access



SITE EVALUATION RESULTS
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PASS

Eligible to apply for Public Health Permit (PHP)



PASSED WITH DEFICIENCIES 

• Follow-up not needed; if requested, 
additional fee will apply

• Correct deficiencies

• Pending corrections will be checked at the 
routine inspection
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Public Health Permit Process
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1. Application for PHP will be 
issued via email, or hard copy 

provided  

3. Pay applicable 
health permit fee(s) 

4. Routine inspection 
conducted within 2 

weeks

2. Application 
processed, and 
invoice provided

3. (3) ways to pay 



Routine Inspections

• Two weeks after payment of PHP

• Unannounced inspections 

• Walk through with onsite manager

• Issue Cannabis Inspection Report 
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CANNABIS
INSPECTION
REPORT
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EMBLEM PROGRAM FOR 
RETAILERS
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HEALTH EDUCATION MATERIALS
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SITE EVALUATION RESULTS
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NOT
PASS

Plan submission is required for review and approval



PLAN SUBMISSION
• Approval Letter from the City 

• One (1) Set of Complete Plans Drawn to Scale

• Plan Check Application Form and Fee
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis-
facilities.htm



PLAN CHECK DOCUMENTS
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• Cannabis Facility Plan Check-Site Eval Application

• Cannabis Facility Plan Review Checklist

• Commercial Cannabis Facility Construction 
Guidelines

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis-
facilities.htm



Summary of Approval Process

CONTRACTED CITIES NON-CONTRACTED CITIES
• CITY & STATE APPROVAL • CITY & STATE APPROVAL
• PLAN CHECK • PLAN CHECK
• PERMIT
• INSPECTION
• EMBLEM – RETAIL ONLY
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NEW FACILITIES

EXISTING FACILITIES – CONTRACTED CITIES
• SITE EVALUATION (EXISTING)
• FULL PLAN CHECK (NEW)
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Cannabis Compliance and Enforcement Program 
5050 Commerce Dr., Baldwin Park CA 91706
Phone: 626-430-5635
Email: ccep@ph.lacounty.gov

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis-facilities.htm
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