
November 3, 2022 , 2:00 p.m. 
(877) 853 - 5257 | Meeting ID: 860-838-7310 #



Roll Call



General Public Comment &
Single / Multiple Agenda Item Comment



Agenda Item #1:
Commission Business



Agenda Item #2:
Findings to Continue Teleconference 
Meetings Pursuant to AB 361 and Possible 
Commission Action 



Agenda Item #3:
Report from the 
Interim Executive Director



Agenda Item #3:
END.



Agenda Item #6:
Report from DCR on the 
Social Equity Program



  Social Equity Program

The Mission of the Social Equity Program is “to promote equitable ownership 

and employment opportunities in the cannabis industry in order to decrease 

disparities in life outcomes for marginalized communities, and to address the 

disproportionate impacts of the War on Drugs in those communities.”



Business, 
Licensing and 
Compliance



Program Benefits and Resources

● Application Processing

● Business, Licensing, Compliance and Technical Assistance Program

● Pro Bono and Low Bono Legal Services Program

● Workforce Development Program

● SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program



BLC Program Overview

2022

● 7 Beachside Chat Q&A Sessions

● 34 Live Webinars

● 300 hours of one-on-one business, professional or workforce 

development coaching

2021

● 110 hours of self-paced content and live webinars in our Learning 

Management System (LMS)



Individual Eligibility Verification Update

● The individual eligibility verification process application period closed 

on July 26, 2022 with a total of 1,276 submissions reviewed.

 

● All newly Verified Social Equity Individual Applicants have immediate 

access to all program benefits and resources.



BLC Website

The SEP Team has developed a standalone website for the Business, Licensing 

Compliance and Technical Assistance Program. This website has many great 

features including the following:

● Access to the Online Learning Management System (LMS)

● Webinar Registration

● Jobs Board

● One-on-One Coaching Registration

● Cannadispatch Monthly Newsletter

● Video Archive

● Events



BLC Website



Cannadispatch Monthly Newsletter 

November Webinars:
● Beachside Chat: Tech Tools for Building Profitable 

Cooperatives for Social Equity- November 1, 2022

● State of California Department of Cannabis Control 
(DCC)- November 3, 2022

● State of California Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration  (OSHA)- November 15, 2022

● State of California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration (CDTFA)- November 17, 2022



Workforce Wednesday Series

● The first Workforce Wednesday 
event was held on September 14, 
2022.

● We recently hosted the Business 
to Business virtual mixer which 
focused on Real Estate Business 
Operations and hiring practices.

● The next mixer will be held on 
November 9, 2022.



We are thrilled to offer over 300+ 
hours of free business, professional, 
and workforce development 
coaching with subject-matter 
experts from a wide range of 
expertise.

● Commercial Leases & 
Negotiation

● Contracts
● Business Structures 

Free Coaching



For job seekers, please check out our free coaching opportunities: 

● Interview Training
○ Resume review
○ Resume writing assistance
○ Mock interview with coaches

● Coaching for Job Seekers
○ Skills required for specific careers within the cannabis space
○ Job application process
○ Where to find cannabis jobs jobs

Workforce Development Training



Jobs Board

Jobs Board Features:

● Gives job seekers real time updates on available 
positions

● Allows job seekers to upload their resumes

● Have the confidence to know that they are working 
for a licensed cannabis operator

● Allow licensed operators to recruit for local, 
transitional and social equity hires 



LACBA Legal Assistance

Pro Bono:

● Available to Retail & Delivery applicants

● 51 applicants have been referred through the Los Angeles County Bar 

Association’s Smart Law Referral Service

If you have questions about eligibility, please contact us at DCR.SEP@lacity.org

mailto:DCR.SEP@lacity.org


SIGN UP HERE
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LACBA Legal Assistance

Low Bono:

● Available to Retail & Delivery applicants

● 30 hours of legal consultation and services at $35/hour per 

applicant

Program launched on Thursday, October 6, 2022



LA SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program

In partnership with Elevate Impact LA, the City of Los Angeles Department of Cannabis 
Regulation is disbursing $5 million in funding from the 2022 Cannabis Equity Grant for Local 
Jurisdictions.

SEED Rental Assistance Grant funds may be used for the following purposes:

● To pay rent or a security deposit pursuant to  a fully executed commercial lease
● To finance up to one month of back rent due on a fully executed commercial lease
● To secure a binding Letter of Intent by paying the required security deposit
● To assist with build out or construction costs for the purposes of renovating a location 

to operate a licensed commercial cannabis storefront retail location



LA SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program

● SEED 1.0

o The SEED 1.0 Rental Assistance Grant Program utilizes $4 million in funding from the Cannabis 
Equity Grant for Local Jurisdictions to provide financial assistance to Phase 3 Retail Round 1 
Verified Social Equity Individual Applicants and Licensees.

o Applicants may apply to receive a financial grant of up to $50,000.

First Disbursement Course Requirement: Commercial Leases & Contract Negotiations Parts 1 & 2. 

Second Disbursement Course Requirement: Business Planning & Operational Development 

Third Disbursement Course Requirement: Third “elective” course may be chosen by the applicant but must be 
selected from the DCR LMS. 



● SEED 2.0 

○ The SEED 2.0 Rental Assistance Grant Program utilizes $1 million in funding from the 
Cannabis Equity Grant for Local Jurisdictions to provide financial assistance to verified Social 
Equity Individual Applicants and Licensees who: (1) are seeking Temporary Approval or a 
License for license type that is not retail commercial cannabis activity; (2) have passed the 
Pre-Application Review stage with a compliant proposed Business Premises; and (3) have 
executed lease and/or binding Letter of Intent for that proposed Business Premises. 

○ Applicants may apply to receive a financial grant of $10,000.

First Disbursement Course Requirement: Commercial Leases & Contract Negotiations Parts 1 & 2. 

LA SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program 



Lunch and Learn Training Sessions

The Department hosted a series of Lunch and Learns 
that walked verified SEIAs through the SEED Rental 
Assistance grant application process. These lunch and 
learn sessions were held on Friday, October 7, 2022 
and Thursday, October 20, 2022. 

LA SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program Launch

Program launched on Friday, September 30, 2022



LA SEED Rental Assistance Grant Program

Total applicants to date:

● SEED 1.0-105
● SEED 2.0-40

The SEED Rental Assistance Grant 
application period closes at 11:59pm PST on 

March 30, 2023.



Agenda Item #6:
END.



Agenda Item #4:
Report from DCR on the 
Licensing Program



Administration - Vacancy Rate is 40%

● 35 of 58 authorized positions are filled.
○ In order to reduce its vacancy rate below 20%, DCR needs to fill 12 

additional positions to reach a staffing level of 47.
● DCR recently completed interviewing multiple candidates for Senior 

Management Analyst , Senior Project Coordinator, and communication 
vacancies. Multiple conditional job offers are pending background checks and 
two candidates have accepted DCR’s job offers.

● The Personnel Department recently certified a new Management Analyst list.
○ DCR plans to interview candidates from the list later this year.

● DCR plans to interview for other critical vacancies later this year.



Licensing Program Updates

● Over 700 renewal records have been submitted covering approximately 
1,400 licensed commercial cannabis activities.
○ 399 Legal Business Entity Records (LBER) have been submitted, so 

we’re still waiting for Licensees to submit their new LBER records.
● Over 500 Social Equity Individual Applicants have been verified to register for 

the Phase 3 Retail Round 2 lottery (Lottery). 
○ DCR is still updating the website, so statuses may change; the default 

website status is “Unverified”
○ 353 lottery registration records have been submitted.
○ The deadline to submit lottery registration records is Wednesday, 

November 23, 2022 at 4:00 P.M. Pacific Time. Late records will not be 
accepted.



Participation in the 
Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) Lottery 
In order to participate in the Phase 3 Retail Round 2 lottery, an individual must be:

1. Verified as a Social Equity Individual Applicant (SEIA) under LAMC 104.20(b)(1);

2. Verification must include a qualifying California Cannabis Arrest or Conviction* prior to 

November 8, 2016; and,

3. At least one other eligibility criteria.

a. 10 years of cumulative residency in a Disproportionately Impacted Area as defined by 

police reporting districts; or,

b. Low Income in the 2020 or 2021 calendar year.

Individuals that submitted SEIA eligibility verification requests pursuant to LAMC 104.06.1(c) and meet the 

above requirements will be assigned a 2022 SEP Status of “Verified - Arrest/Conviction.”

*An arrest, prosecution or conviction for a violation of Proposition D is not a California Cannabis Arrest or 

Conviction.
34



2022 SEP Status
“Verified - Arrest/Conviction”
2022 SEP Status set to “Verified - Arrest/Conviction”
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How to Register for a 
Business Tax Registration Certificate (BTRC) 
Before you can submit a complete business tax certificate application, you will need:

1. An Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the Internal Revenue Service;

a. https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identifi

cation-number-ein-online

2. A California Secretary of State entity number (Sole Proprietorships do not need to meet this 

requirement);

a. https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/forms/business

3. A California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA) seller’s permit.

a. https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/services/#Register-Renewals

36

https://finance.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1721/files/2022-01/2022%20BTRC%20Application.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/forms/business
https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/services/#Register-Renewals


Helpful Links

City of Los Angeles Office of Finance - Business Tax Certificate Application Form

https://finance.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1721/files/2022-01/2022%20BTRC%20Application.pdf

Email completed Business Tax Certificate Application Forms to DCRLicensing@lacity.org

City of Los Angeles Office of Finance - Business Registration Requirements FAQ

https://finance.lacity.org/faq/business-registration-requirements-faq

Internal Revenue Service starting a business:

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/starting-a-business

California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development Permit and Regulatory Assistance:

https://business.ca.gov/advantages/permit-and-regulatory-assistance
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https://finance.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1721/files/2022-01/2022%20BTRC%20Application.pdf
https://finance.lacity.org/faq/business-registration-requirements-faq
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/starting-a-business
https://business.ca.gov/advantages/permit-and-regulatory-assistance


How to Register for a 
Business Tax Registration Certificate (BTRC) 
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https://finance.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1721/files/2022-01/2022%20BTRC%20Application.pdf


Creating a Legal Business Entity Record
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Creating a Legal Business Entity Record
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Creating a Legal Business Entity Record
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Creating a Legal Business Entity Record

42



Creating a Legal Business Entity Record
 

1) ACA Reference Id

a) Enter the Accela Citizen Access Reference Contact ID associated with the legal business entity.

2) Request Equity Share Review

3) BTRC Master Account

4) SOI Entity Number

5) Do you want to designate an Authorized Agent to sign and submit forms and documents to DCR on 

behalf of the Applicant or Licensee?

6) Identify Owners, Primary Personnel, and, if applicable, an Authorized Agent.

7) Upload all required ownership, primary personnel, business formation documents, operating 

agreements, and if applicable, social equity application specific information, documents, and forms.

a) If you requested “Equity Share Review”, you will be required to upload social equity application 

specific information, documents, and forms

8) DCR will generate an invoice for applicable fees based on the selections made during the intake 

process. 43



Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Navigate to the DCR Licensing Portal and log in to your user account.

44

https://aca-prod.accela.com/LADCR/Default.aspx


Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
From the DCR Licensing Portal home screen, click on “Activities.”
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Click on “Apply for a License.”
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Read the General Disclaimer, check the “I have read and accepted the above terms” box, then click on 

“Continue.”
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Click on the triangle next to “Lottery Registration.”

48



Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Select “P3RR2 Lottery Registration Record,” then click “Continue.”
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration

If your 2022 SEP Status is not set to “Verified - Arrest/Conviction,” you are ineligible to participate in the 

Lottery.
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration

If your 2022 SEP Status is set to “Verified - Arrest/Conviction,” you are eligible to participate in the Lottery 

and may click “Continue.”
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2) 
Lottery Registration
Click “Continue” to submit your P3RR2 lottery registration record.
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 (P3RR2)
Lottery Registration
If your P3RR2 lottery registration record is successfully submitted, a DCR Record number will be assigned.
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Phase 3 Retail Round 2 Lottery 
Registration Record Workflow

54



55

Pre-Application Requirements,
Process and Anticipated Timelines



Technical Assistance Schedule 

● Technical Assistance Webinar #1 (August 31): Overview of the lottery and relevant timing 

considerations if selected, i.e. one year to complete Pre-Application Review, another year to submit an 

Application, and reminder about the State’s provisional license deadline in March 2023.

● Technical Assistance Webinar #2 (September 14): How to proactively prepare for the lottery and/or the 

application process if selected, i.e. overview of the BTRC application process and Legal Entity Record 

process.

● Technical Assistance Webinar #3 (September 28): Step-by-step instructions on how to register for the 

lottery.

● Technical Assistance Webinar #4 (October 12): Overview of Webinars 1-3 and open Q&A regarding the 

Phase 3 Retail Round 2 lottery registration process.

● Lottery Technical Assistance Webinar (November 9 - Proposed Date): Procedures and protocol DCR will 

utilize to conduct the Lottery.
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Agenda Item #4:
END.



Agenda Item #5:
Report from DCR on the 
Compliance and Enforcement Program



What We Are Working On:
● Virtual Town Halls: Cannabis In Your Community: Partnering on Progressive 

Enforcement
● LACDPH Emblem Program for Cannabis Retailers 
● LACDPH Health Permit for Non-Retailers
● Updating Operational Requirements in the Rules and Regulations
● CED Outreach to current operators with TA - Compliance Attestation
● Implementation of Enhancements to the Cannabis Complaint Portal
● Triaging Complaints submitted through the Portal (2 - 3 weeks)
● Developing the Compliance and Enforcement Webpage 
● Developing forms and procedures
● Training CED Staff by outside consultant
●

COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 
DIVISION (CED)



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 
DIVISION (CED)

Outreach:
● Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment 

○ Newsletter
● Council offices

○ Newsletters and social media sites
● Neighborhood Councils
● Radio and social media advertisements (English & Spanish)
● Spanish interpretation available and utilized during all events. 



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 
DIVISION (CED)

Final Town Hall on Thursday, November 10

6:00 to 8:00 PM via Zoom

Council Districts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12

The West and North regions of Los Angeles City land, encompassing Venice, Central 
LA, the Hills, and the Valley.

RSVP not required.
Zoom Link

https://cannabis-lacity-org.zoom.us/j/88918482211?pwd=Y0JjdVpzd2s1SUZ0NGtIbGhGanNrdz09


COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

● Reviews and approves plans for 

new commercial cannabis 

facilities.

● Conducts site evaluation for 

pre-existing cannabis facilities.

● Conducts routine inspections and 

complaint investigations at 

permitted cannabis facilities.

LACDPH Cannabis Compliance and Enforcement Program



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

LACDPH Cannabis Compliance and 
Enforcement Program - Con’t

● Provides consultation to potential cannabis 

businesses.

● Notifies the public that the store has received 

all required state and local licenses, permits, or 

other authorizations to become an Authorized 

Cannabis Store.

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/cannabisemblemprogram/

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/cannabisemblemprogram/


COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

Updating Operational Requirements in the Rules and Regulations



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

Simplifying the Complaint Submission



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

Simplifying the Complaint Submission



Agenda Item #5:
END.



Thank You


