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Roll Call



General Public Comment &
Single / Multiple Agenda Item Comment



Agenda Item #1:
Commission Business



Agenda Item #2:
Findings to Continue Teleconference 
Meetings Pursuant to AB 361 and Possible 
Commission Action 



Agenda Item #3:
Report on the Licensing Program
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1

Beginning in April 2022, the Department of Cannabis Regulation (DCR) met with stakeholders 
to identify and develop a course of action to improve local commercial cannabis regulation.

On October 13, 2022, DCR transmitted its report to provide updates on the Social Equity 
Program (SEP), Compliance and Enforcement Division (CED), environmental review and public 
convenience or necessity (PCN) processes, as well as recommend amendments to Article 4, 
Chapter X of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) to reorganize, clarify and establish 
necessary procedures for the administration of the City’s commercial cannabis licensing and 
Social Equity Program.
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1

On November 1, 2022, the Planning and Land Use Management Committee heard DCR’s 
report and:

● APPROVED the first paragraph, ‘Aggregation of Social Equity Interests,’ on page 3 of the 
October 13, 2022, Department of Cannabis Regulation (DCR) Report;

● APPROVED the ‘Relocations for Applicants’, of page 4 of the of the October 13, 2022,
● DCR Report and REMOVE all reference to ‘Licensees’;
● REQUESTED the City Attorney, with the assistance of the DCR, to prepare and present an 

ordinance for the recommendations relative to ‘Aggregation of Social Equity Interests’ 
and ‘Relocations for Applicants’ only; and

● INSTRUCTED DCR to prepare a report on the other 17 proposed amendments to the 
LAMC as proposed in the October 13, 2022 DCR Report.

The City Council adopted the PLUM report on November 22, 2022.
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1

On December 7, 2022, DCR transmitted its report back on the October 2022 DCR report. That 
report was never scheduled.

On February 3, 2023, DCR transmitted an amended report which removes the previous 
proposal to add a December 31, 2022 sunset date for applicants to apply using the original 
Social Equity Program verification criteria under Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) section 
104.20. The proposed sunset date has already lapsed; therefore this report removes that 
recommendation. Second, this report removes the prior recommendation to amend the 
definition of “Undue Concentration” in LAMC section 104.01(a). DCR will transmit a new 
report in the near future with further recommendations for the definition of “Undue 
Concentration,” a proposal to simplify the Social Equity Individual Applicant eligibility criteria, 
and additional related items. Finally, the recommendations have been adjusted to reflect longer 
refiling periods to allow prospective applicants ample time to make
business decisions and identify compliant properties. 
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1

Additionally, DCR seeks to clarify the annual licensing approval process for non-retailer 
activity in a Business Premises and/or non-storefront retailer activity. Currently, this section 
does not contain a requirement for DCR to issue written findings based on evidence in the 
record when denying these application types. DCR, therefore, suggests mirroring the language 
that appears in LAMC section 104.06(a) for the retail annual licensing process. DCR also 
proposes an amendment to LAMC sections 104.03 and 104.06 to clarify that all records must 
be updated or renewed annually. Requiring all Applicants to stay current on document, form, 
and information requirements ensures that all records are maintained to the same standard, 
the form and manner in which the information is stored is consistent, the record maintains its 
compatibility with planned system enhancements, and facilitates DCR’s ability to accurately 
manage and report on all active records.
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item G

Several new subdivisions would be added to LAMC 104.06(d) to read: 
● DCR shall cease accepting new Temporary Approval Applications from general Applicants 

by May 31, 2023. DCR may accept Temporary Approval renewal Applications from 
general Applicants that are timely filed during the renewal period through February 28, 
2027. 

● DCR shall cease accepting new Temporary Approval Applications from Social Equity 
Applicants by July 31, 2023. DCR may accept Temporary Approval renewal Applications 
from Social Equity Applicants that are timely filed during the renewal period through 
February 28, 2027. 

● Temporary Approval Licenses issued for calendar year 2027 may not be renewed and 
shall expire on December 31, 2027 after 11:59pm. 

● Temporary Approval Applications abandoned for any reason after July 1, 2023, shall be 
refiled as an Annual Application.
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item H

LAMC 104.03(i) would be amended to read:
● The Social Equity Individual Applicant associated with a Social Equity Applicant that has 

an Application deemed abandoned under Section 104.03(h) after January 1, 2022, may 
refile an Application subject to the requirements of this subsection. If more than one 
Social Equity Individual Applicant is listed on the initial Application, the refiled Application 
shall be submitted by the original Social Equity Applicant entity. The refiling process shall 
be initiated through the DCR Licensing Portal within three (3) calendar years of the date 
DCR notifies the Social Equity Applicant by electronic mail that the original Application is 
deemed abandoned. 
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item I
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item I
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item I
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Council File no. 21-1083-S1 - Item I



Agenda Item #3:
END.



Thank You


