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Understanding the
Public Convenience or Necessity Process (PCN)

The Los Angeles Municipal Code limits the number of Storefront Retailer 

Commercial Cannabis Activity Licenses (Types 10 or 12) the Department of 

Cannabis Regulation (DCR) may issue by Community Plan Area based on 

the definition of “Undue Concentration” in LAMC Section 104.01(a). 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-208318


Understanding the
Public Convenience or Necessity Process (PCN) cont.

Once DCR has issued a specific number of Type 10 or 12 Licenses in a 

particular Community Plan Area, Undue Concentration is reached and the 

City Council must authorize DCR to process additional Type 10 or 12 

Applications in that Community Plan Area. The Public Convenience or 

Necessity Process (PCN) provides the City Council an opportunity to make 

a PCN finding which provides DCR authorization to process an Application.



Understanding the
Public Convenience or Necessity Process (PCN) cont.

Under Section 104.03 of Article 4, Chapter X of the Los Angeles Municipal 

Code:

The cannabis Public Convenience or Necessity Process allows 

prospective Social Equity Individual Applicants (SEIAs) to request a 

finding from City Council that the license would serve the “public 

convenience or necessity” to be permitted to apply for a retail 

storefront commercial cannabis license in a Community Plan Area 

subject to a finding of Undue Concentration.

Read the resolution and original ordinance adopting the PCN process, Ordinance No.186703.  The PCN process was recently 

amended with Ordinance No. 187879.

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0420_misc_6-25-20.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0420_ORD_186703_07-10-2020.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-1083-S1_ord_187879_6-2-23.pdf.pdf


Unduly Concentrated 
Community Plan Areas

The following Community Plan Areas have reached Undue Concentration: 

● Central City
● Central City North
● Harbor Gateway
● Sherman Oaks - Studio City
● Venice



Navigating DCR’s Licensing Map

DCR Licensing Map

1. Navigate to DCR’s Licensing Map using the link above

2. Open the “Layer list” 

3.  Press “Community Plan Area” 

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/licensing-map
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/licensing-map


Before starting…

To submit a Pre-Application Record on Licensing Portal,  you must already have:

1) Business Tax Registration Certificate (BTRC); and 
2) Legal Business Entity Record (LBER). 

Instructions for applying for these two items are available on the Licensing 101 
webinar on DCR’s Event Page. A quick refresher follows.

https://aca-prod.accela.com/LADCR/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNs3GLnf45Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNs3GLnf45Y
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/about/department-cannabis-regulation/dcr-events


Step 1 - Log-In to the Licensing Portal

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 2 - Click Activities

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 3 - Click Apply for a License

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 4 - Read and Accept the Terms

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 5 - Open a Pre-Application Request

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 6 - Pre-Application Request pg. 1

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 7 - Pre-Application Request pg. 2

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 7b - Pre-Application Request pg. 2b

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 8 - Pre-Application Request pg. 3

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 9 - Pre-Application Request pg. 4

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 10 - Pre-Application Request pg. 5

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 10 - Contacts

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 11 - Pre-Application Request pg. 6

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


LIC-4001-FORM

http://lic-4001-form
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2022-04/LIC-4001-FORM%20PCN%20Request%20%28rev.%2004.11.2022%29.pdf


LIC-4001-FORM 

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/


LIC-4001-FORM 



LIC-4001-FORM 



LIC-4001-FORM 

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/

https://www.uschamber.com/co/cha
mbers/california/los-angeles

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/
https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers/california/los-angeles
https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers/california/los-angeles
https://www.uschamber.com/co/chambers/california/los-angeles


Step 12 - Pre-Application Request pg. 7

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Step 12 - Pre-Application Request pg. 7 
continued

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Fees

Full fee schedule can be found here. 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0777_ORD_186708_08-10-2020.pdf


Step 1

DCR Licensing Portal

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/licensing-information/apply-license#Apply


Fees

Full fee schedule can be found here. 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0777_ORD_186708_08-10-2020.pdf


LIC-4002-FORM

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2022-04/LIC-4002-FORM%20Request%20for%20Stakeholder%20Input%20%28rev.%2004.11.2022%29.pdf
http://lic-4002-form


LIC-4002-FORM 



LIC-4002-FORM 



LIC-4002-FORM 

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/


PCN Workflow

August 15, 2023 will start a 

two-week filing period in which 

DCR will accept PCN requests.

All applications, files, and 
supporting documents must be 
submitted by 11:59 PM on 
Tuesday, August 29th. 



Anticipated PCN Timeline and Key Dates

● Pre-Application Record filing period opens

○ Tuesday, August 15, 2023 to Tuesday, August 29, 2023 (11:59 P.M. 

local time)

● August 30, 2023 - Issue Pre-Application Record Invoices ($597)

○ Due on or before Friday, September 29, 2023

● October 2, 2023 - Issue PCN Invoices ($1,592)

○ Due on or before Wednesday, November 1, 2023

● November 13, 2023 - Transmit filed PCN request to the City Clerk

● February 11, 2024 - Last Day for City Council to adopt PCN finding



1st

Notification of 
PCN Request

The City Clerk 
receives  PCN request 
and assigns a Council 

File Number

  

Final

Issue Decision

If PCN application is 
denied, the City Clerk 
notifies DCR, and a 
communication is triggered 
to applicant. If PCN is 
approved, DCR issues an 
invoice for Application 
review

  

2nd

Council has 90 days to 
review and take action 
on each PCN request. 
This discretionary action 
is made after reviewing 
the location, need, and 
surrounding land uses

  

Consider item 
within 90 days

Council Action



Q & A Session



DCR is hosting its monthly Q&A Virtual Lunch tomorrow, 
August 16 at noon. To RSVP and submit questions, visit 
the DCR Events section of the website.

https://cannabis.lacity.gov/about/department-cannabis-regulation/dcr-events


Thank you.


