CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF "

CANNABIS

REGULATION
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DEPARTMENT OF CANNABIS REGULATION
RETAIL ANNUAL LICENSING GUIDE

7 KLY UHHUHQFH J XICH LV IQIMQGHG VR VHYH DV D I XIGH IRUS SSTFDQNV \R QDYLI DWW \WH $ QQXDO

/ IFHQWH SURFHW 7KLY UMVRXUFH 1V IRUIQRUP DIRCDCBXISRVHY RQD P D\ EH XSEDWG RFFDVIRQD®
DQG LV VXEMPVWR FKDQJ H Z IKRXVWRWFH 7 KLY J XIGH GRHV CRAHSOFH RUVXSHWHGEH WH
UHTXIUHP HQW VHWRWK IO \WH / RV $ QJHBV 0 XQFISDCR:RGH RUWH ' HSDWW HQAR! & DQUDELY

5 HIXOMROA ' &5 5 XBN DQG5 HIXOMRQY 3 BDVH XVH KLY J XIGH 1Q DGEMRQ R \KH [QRIP DIRQ
SRWMG RQWH / IFHQMQ) 6 HAIRQR! ' &5 W Z HEVWM ) RUDQ. IXUWKHUTXHWIRQY SGDVH FRQIBFW

' &5/ IFHOIQI# OFWRJ

A. Receive a Notice of Complete Application
$IWU &5 GHMUP ICHY WDWDQ $ QOXDCE SST-DWRQ LY FRP SB\W ' &5 Z IQHP DIOKH $ SST-DOND
1 RIFH R & RP SGW $ SST-DRQ 6 HQAQ] \WWH 1 RIFH R & RP SOV $ SSTFDWRQ P DUNV \WH

EHIIQQQ) R \WH $ QQXDO [EHQVH SURFHW \IP HIEH

7KH1 RIFH R & RP SCM $ SSTFDMRQ LV DOR HP DIBIG W \WH 9oMCHW 3 UHP IVHTFRVHWY
1 HIKERKRRG & RXCAOWH & W & RXQFC [11EH IRUWH CMMEWQ Z KIFK WH Y%0XMCHW 3 UHP MV

VIW DQGDQ UHBIYDQAEXVIGHW [P SURYHP HQAGMUMEWIL RQH H MWV

B. DCR May Deny the Annual Application or Make a Recommendation to CRC
: MWWIQ G@VR WHI1RNHR &RP SGMd $ SSTDMRQ ' &5 P XWWHWHUGHQ, \WWH @FHQWH RU

UHFRP P HQG IW DSSURYDOR \WWH & DQCDELY 5 HIXOMRQ &RP P WIRQ &5 &

1" &5 SOQV\WWrecommend approval R \WH$QQXDO IFHQWH D FRP P XQW P HHMZQY Z IQEH
VFKHGX®IG 7 KH FRP P XQW P HAQ) SURFHW IV GHVRUEHG EHBZ 3 GDVH CRWMW \KDW &5 P D\
FKDQIH W UHFRP P HQGEDMRQ DWDQ.  SRIOAGXUQ] \WWH $ QOXDO IFHOMQ] SURFHW

| &5 denies WH$ QXD IFHQH \WH $ SSTFDQAZ LOUWHFHYH D GHRMRQ BMKUIRP ' &5
IGHQM 1Q) WH UDVRQV IRUWH GHQDO 7 KH $ SSTFDQAP Di DSSHDO' &5 1 GHIDOR \WH &5 &

' &5 VEHMRQWR GHQ LV IIQDADQG HIHAYH XSRQWH FBRVHR WH ~ GD\ DSSHDCBHURG L QRW
\IP HO DSSHDBIG\R \WH &5 & E\ \WH $ SSEFDQW7R 1B DQ DSSHDOVXEP IVWWKH ' HADCR! $ QOXDO
[IEHOH$SSHO RP [ & )250 DQGWWH UHTXWHG DSSHDCBD\ P HQZ MMIQ  GD\ VR WH
WM RQ' &5 V GHAMRQBMWHU 7KH' HIDAR $QQXDJ IFHQVH $SSHDO RUP IV DYDIDE®IRQ' &5 WV
Z HEVWW KHUH 3 BDVH UHYLHZ \KH IQAMKPURQY RQWWH [RP FDUIHX@® 7KH &5 & Z IOKRTG D SXETF
KHDUQJ \R FRMGHUDQDSSHDOZ IKIQ @D\ VR \WWH &5 & UHFHSWR WH DSSHDO 7 KH GHFIMRQR!

\WH &5 & UHIDUEQI DQ DSSHDAV 11QDADQG FDQQRWEH DSSHDBIG

C. Post Notice and Contact the Neighborhood Council
6 KRMW® DIVMUUHFHYIQ] \WWH 1 RWFH R & RP SBMW $ SSTDVRQ \WH $ SSG-DONP XMAER VHYHIDOKIQIV
R SURVICH QRWIFH R \WH FRP P XQW RI \WH $ QQXDQ IFHQWH SURFHW


mailto:DCRLicensing@lacity.org
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
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) WWZIKQ — GD\VR WHFHYIQ) WH 1 RIFH R & RP SBW $ SSTFDUIRQ \WH $ SSTFDQmust FRQDFW
WH 1 HIKERKRRG &RXQAOWDWY FEVHWWR WHU 9MCHW 3 UHP IVHV BFDMRQ DQG RIHU W
DSSHDUDWD 1 HIKERKRRG & RXQRIOP HHZY \R DGGUHW TXHIRQY DERXVIKH $ QXD SSTFDMRQ
$ SSTDQN Z KR SUHYIRXMD DSSHDUHG EHIRUH WH 1 HIKERWKRRG & RXQFLODUH AMDUHTXIUHG \R RITHU
\R DSSHDUDJDIQ DV SDWR \WH $ QQXDOY IFHQVH SURFHW ) DIGUH \R FRQIBPWIKH 1 HIKERKRRG
&RXQAOZ IWEH QRMG 1Q WH ' &5 W UHFRP P HQEDIRQ UHSRWWR WH &5 & Z KHQ IMFRQUGHY
Z KHWHUR J IDQAWH $ QQXDO IEHQWH

6 HFRQG \WH $ SSTFDQAP XVWSRGQRIFH R \WH XSFRP IQ) FRP P XQW P H-MY DQG &5 & KHDUQ)
' &5 ZIOHP DIOWH $SSTFDOAD 1 RIFH R &RP P XQW 0 HAD DQG 3 XETE + HDUQ) ZKIFK IV D
SRWMU GHMIQHG \R EH SUQMG RQ [ M1 HG SDSHU 7KH QRWFH FRQEIQV GHVBA® DERXKH
DSSTFDMRQ \WH XSFRP IQJ FRP P XQW P HAMQ DQG WH SXEGE KHDUQ) EHRUWH WH &5& 7KH
SRWMUP X\WWEH SRMG DWKH 95MQHW 3 UHP IVHV 1Q D BFDIRQ HDM® YIVIEGI \R \WH SXETF

TR FRP SO Z W \KH QRUI¥FH UHTXIUHP HOWV

Contact Neighborhood Council. : MIQ GV R WHYIQ WH 1 RI¥FH R &RP SOMW

$SSODWRQ FRQUFWMKH CHDUHMWL HIKERUIKRRG & RXQHODQG RITHUWR DSSHDUWR DQVZ HU

TXHWRQY DERXWKH $ QQXDCh SSTFDMRQ

Provide evidence of contact with Neighborhood Council. ( P DIOZ UWHQ HYIGHQRH R

" &5/ IFHMQI# OFWRUJ R WH RIIHUMR DSSHDUDVWKH 1 HI KERIKRRG & RXQHOVXHK DV DQ

HP DIOVHQAIR \WWH 1 HIKERWKRRG & RXQHORUWH P HHMQ) P IOX\MV [UIRP \WWH 1 HIKERIKRRG

& RXQHP HHQ

Print and post notice. 3UQAMKH 1 RI¥FH R &RP P XQW 0 HAMQJ DQG 3 XEQF + HDUQ) RQ
[ MIHG SDSHUDQG SRWMWIP P HADWO 1Q D FRQVSIEXRXV SOFH RQ WH %oXMCHW

3 WHP IVHV Z KHUH WFDQ EH HDMO® VHHQE\ \WH SXETF

Provide evidence of posting. $IWUWH 1RW¥H R &RP P XQW 0 HHWQ) DQG 3 XETF

+HDUQJ IV SRAWMG WUNH D SKRR R ZKHH WLV SRWMG DQG HP DIOWH SKRR R

" &5/ IFHMQI# OFWRU

D. Community Meeting Procedures

7 KH QH WAMS 1QWH $ QQXDA  IFHQWH SURFHW LV D IWYDOFRP P XQW P HHWY KHG YID=RRP 7KH
SXIBRVH R WH FRP P XQW P HAMQJ IVIRU &5 R J DWHUIQSXWURP  \KH SXE@F UHODWIG W DQ

$ QXD SSTDVRQ ( DFK IQAVIGXDOIQFEAQ] \WH $ SSA-DONRUMHUUHSUHVHQIMYH FDQ RITHUXS
\R\ZR P IO0MAV R SXEQF WP RQ ,Q DAAWRQ R SXEQF WP RQ RUIQ@X R P HP EHY R \WWH
SXEQ@r P D\ DOR VXEP MZ UWHQ WP RQ. AUHRW® W' &5 ' &5 VXP P DU HY \WWH RUIDADQG Z UMMQ
WP RQ TURP WWH FRP P XQW P HHMQ DQG IQFGCGHY WO IW I UHSRWYR \WWH &5 &

$Q P HP EHUR \WH SXEQE P D\ DWHQG \WH FRP P XQUW P HHMQY 1 RUFH R WH P HHIZ 1 VHONR\

8 6 0 DIOR \WH RZ QHY DQG RFFXSDQN R DOSURSHWAV ZMMQ  THHWR! WH SURSRVHG 9MCHW
3UHP IVHV BFDIRQ 1 RIFH R \WH FRP P XQW P HHA 1 DOR SURYIGHG \IR \WH QHDUAW

1 HIKERWKRRG & RXGAOYXMQHW ,P SIRYHP HQWV MUEWDQG KRP H & RXQACR 11IFH
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1 R QYFXWIRQ RUGHRAMRQV DUH P DGH GXUQ) WH FRP P XQUW P HHAIY ' &5 \ABII P RQWRUQ) WH
P HHMQ Z LOQRWHVSRQG \R FRP P HQW RUTXHWIRQY GXUKQJ \KH P HHIY

7R SUHSDUH IRUWH FRP P XQW P HHMJ

1. Designate a representative. ,| \ RX DUHJRQ] \R SDMASDW GHFCGH ZKR Z IQ/SHDN RQ
EHKDOR \WH $ SST-DQNV, W QRANHT XIUHG WDVWKH $ SSTrDQASDWASDWM 1Q \WWH FRP P XQW
P HHY

2. Prepare your testimony |\ RX FKRRVH\WR SDMASDM \ RXP D\ Z DOAR EUHO GAVFUEH
\ RXU$ SSGDVRQ WH VAMSV \ RX KDYH \BINHQ VR HQVXUH FRP SIDQFHZ W' &5 W 5 XBNV DQG
5 HIXOMRQV DQG\ RXUFRP P W HQWV R \KH FRP P XQW

3. Attend the meeting. $WHMQGWH P H-MQJ VSHDNZ KHQ SHUWP IWHG DQG (RM DQ FRQFHWQYY
P HQIRCHG B\ WH SXETF ( YHQIL \ RX FKRRVH QRWR VSHDN GXUQ) \WH FRP P XQW P HHI
MP D\ KHS \R DWHQG DQG QAMQ W \WWH SXEQRY FRP P HOW R SUHSDUH | RUMIH VXEVHT XHQWN
&5& P HAWY Z KHHWH Z IOQFROMGHUZ KHKHURUCRWR DSSURYH \WH $ QQXDO IFHQWH

E. Public Hearing Procedures - Cannabis Regulation Commission

7KH QH WAMS 1QWH $ QQXDQ' IFHMQI SURFHW LV D SXEGF KHDUQJ EHRUIHWH &5 & 7KH&5 &
KRGV KHDUQIV RQWH WIDQG G 7 KXWED\ VR HDFK P RQK DW SP 1QSHYRQDW LIXHIRD
30D 1) UXHRD6W W) BRU/RVSQIHBV &$

$VWH KHDUQ) WH &5 & Z LOGHAGH Z KHWHUWR DSSURYH RUGHQ. \WH UHVBICH QQXDO IEHQH 7KH
&5& P D\ DOR DSSURYH WH @FHQUH Z W FRQAMRQY 3 URWR \WH P HAQ ' &5 Z I@BUHSDUH D
\AA| UHSRWZ 1\ D UHFRP P HQGDUMRQ RQ Z KHWHUWKH &5 & VKRX@ J IDQARH DSSTFDMRQ DQG RUDQ,
SURSRVHG FRQAMRQY 7 KH AT UHSRWZ IODOR IGFOGH DSSEFDMRQ IQRWP DIRQ DQ HOYMURGP HQEO
DQDOMVY DVXP P DY R \WH RIDCDQG Z UNWQ LI RUP DUMRQ UHFHLYHG DVWKH FRP P XQW P HHWJ
IQRP DIRQRQDQ. FRP SOIQN BFHYHGE\ ' &5 DQGDQ UHFHQARURXWIBQEQ) FRP SIDQFH RU
LQVSHRIRQ DAVXHV

' &5 SXEQKHVWH &5 & DIHQED RQWH' HSDWW HOW ZHEWM G\ V SURUR \WH P HHD)
<RXUDSSTFADIRQ Z L@FH RCH WP R P DQ FROMGHHGE\ \WH &5 & RQWDWED\

7R SUHSDUH IRUWH &5 & KHDUKY]

1. Resolve compliance issues. $SSGDQVP D EHFRQEPMGE ' &5 YV &RP SQFH DQG
( QRUFHP HOAMDP  |RUDQ LQVSHRWRQ SURUMR \WH &5 & KHDUQ  $ SSTDQWV VKRX@ DEEHW
DQ  CHIAHQARVY IGHQMHG DIVMUWH L[QVSHRIRQ DV TXIEND DV SRWME®!I SIHHDE® SURUMR
\WH &5 & KHDUQJ GDW 7KH&5 & P D\ DUN DERXVIDQ. RAWBQEQ) FRP SIDQFH MWXHV

2. Designate your representative. $\WBDWW R GD\ V SURUR\ RXU&5 & KHDUQI GD\M

S®DVH SURYIGH \WH QDP HV RN WH LQAYIGXDOV Z KR Z IOUHSUHVHONKH $ SSTEDQNEXVICHW

HQMY DAWKH &5 & KHDUQI WY VRQI® UHFRP P HOGHG \WDVWH UHSUVHQBAMYH DSSHDULO
SHYWRQ DVWH KHDUQJ 1 \ RX GR QRAGHWLI QDW D UHSUAVHQBMYH RQD WH IRTZ [QJ

IQAYIGXDY P D SURYIGH \WMIP RQ. RQ EHKDOR! \WH $ SSTEDQADMWNH &5 & KHDUQY
2 ZCHY 3UP DY 3 HYRQGHOS$S X\WRUL HG$ JHQNV RUDQ RQH Z W D GMIURQ \WH
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$ SSTDQW EXMCHW GWMKHDG VI CHG B\ RCH R WWH IOAYIGXDY QAMG DERYH Z KIFK
DXWRU] HV KIP RUKHUMR UHSUHVHQWKH $ SSTF-DQNDVWKH KHDUQ) SURFHHAQIV

3. Review DCR’s staff report. ' &5 VWM UHSRW DUH @NHG RQWH &5 & DIHQED 7KH
VB UHSRWWZ lOFRQMIQ" &5 1/ SRVIMRQ RQ Z KHWHUWH $ QXD IFHQWH VKRX@ EH
JWDQMG DQG RKHUIQRUP DRQ UHBIYDOQNR \WWH &5 & I FROMGHIDWRQ 3 GDWH UHYIHZ W
FDUHX@ MQFH MWRIMQ IRUP V\KH EDMV R \WH &5 & W GHRMRQV DQG TXHVWIRQY

4. Prepare your testimony. 7KH$ SSG-DOQNDQGRUDQ LQANGXDY UHSUHVHQUIRQ] \WH
$ SSTDQN IOKDYH D FRP EICHGWRBCR P IQXWWV W P DNH D SUHVHQUIMRQ UHI DLEQ) \KH
$ SSTDURQ 7KLY IV D JRRGWP H\R DAAHW DQ. WVXHY RUTXHWIRQY UDIVHG GXUQ \WH
FRP P XQW P H-MZY DQGDQ RAMBQAQ] HQRUFHP HONRUIQVSHRRQ UHOMWIG WVXHV 1 \ RX
Z RX@ @\H W XVH D 3 RZ H3 RONARURKHUYIVXDODIG GXUQ] \WWH SXEQF KHDUQ) WP XVWEH
VXEP IWHG YID HP DIOR & DQUDENV& RP P MMRQ¥ OFWRWJ _ DWBDWV — KRXLY SURUMR \WH

PHMY

' XUQ) \WH KHDUQ) \WH &5 & Z I@KHDUSXETF FRP P HQVRUHDFK IQAYIGXDCDSSTFDIRQ LH
DIHQGD MMP  DWKH EHIIQQQ) R \KH P HAQ) 0 HP EHWY R \WH SXEQF VKD@EH RITHWHG RQH
P IQ\M R JHQHDCSXETF FRP P HQNV P IQX\M SHUVSHALLIE DIHQGD IMP XS\R\ER P IQXAMV

SHUP HAMZY L VSHDNIQ) RQ\R RUP RUH DIHQED WPV ,Q \RIBIO DQ IQAYIGXDOKDOEH @ WG \R
WUH P IOOMY R SXEGE FRP P HQASHUP HAUDY)

$ I\MUSXEQF FRP P HQMQVKHV WH & RP P MRQ & KDIUZ I@FDGHDRK WP RQWH DIHQED

* HQHD® \WH VSHDNQ) RGHUIRUHDFK DIHQADMP IV \WWH 1 HI KERWKRRG & RXQRICDQG RU& W
&RXQACR I1IFH UHSUMVHQIAMYH 1L SUWVHQNV ' &5 @FHQUQ) Wl Z KR Z L@BURYIGH DQRYHYIHZ R
\WH B UHSRWDQG DQVZ HUDQ. TXHWIRQV IURP \WH&5& ' &5 FRP SIDQFHWBI L' &5 KDV
UHFHQ® SHURUP HG D FRP STIDQFH LQVSHAIRQ RUMVXHG D YIRDMRQ RUQRWFH \R FRUMPWDQG
IICD® \WH $ SSTFDQAV UHSUMVHQIMYH Z LGKDYH P IQX\MV VR SURYIGH D SUHVHQIBMRQ DQG RU
DQVZ HUTXHWIRQY [URP \KH &5 &

$ I\MUHDFK UHSUAVHQEMYH VSHDNYV WH &5 & P D\ GHIEHUDWM DP RQIMWKHP VHOHV DQGP D KDYH
DGEMRCDOTXHWIRQY $ \MUGHIEHIDIRQ DQ RQH R WH &RP P MMRGHY P D LQARGXFH D P RIRQ
\R DSSURYH FRQGAMRQD® DSSURYH RUGHQ WH $ QQXDO IFHQVH 7 KH P RIRQ UHTXILAV \WUHH YRWV
\R SDW ,QWH HYHQAKDVWAHUH DUH RQD \WUHH & RP P MMRGHY SUHVHQAD@KUHH P XMAYRW \R
DSSURYH WH $ QQXDO IFHQVH RINHLZ IVH \WH YRWM 1DIOY DQG \WH P DWHUP D\ KDYH \R EH FRQIDXHG
VR WH QH V&5 & P HHAG  XQBMW \WH YRM LV UBHFRQUGHUHG DWKH VDP H P HHZY

F. After the Public Hearing
7 KHUH DUH VHYHIDAOP SRUBQWYKIQ] V \WDWZ LOKDSSHQ VKRU® DIVMUWH &5 & KHDUQ)

) LWAMKH &RP P MRQ ([ HRXAIYH $ WIMBIQAZ LOVHQG WH &5 & GHAMRQ GMWHUE\ HBIPWRQE P DIO
WRWHSSSTDQZ MO — GD\VR WH &5 & KHDUQ) GDW 7 KH GMKUZ LOADWM \KH &5 &

NQAQIV L ALIHHQNURP \WH UHFRP P HQGHG GHSDUWWY HOMQAQIV IQFAGQ) DQ FRQAMRQY
[P SRVHG RQWH FHQWH  DQG QAKH IIQDOYRWM \B@® 7 KH GWHUZ IODOR EH SRAMG R &5 W
ZHEVWM
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" \WH&5 & YRWG \Rapprove WH$QQXDO IFHQH ' &5 Z I@H®I GRAXP HQW 1Q DFFRUGDQFH
Z M \WH & DORGID ( QVILRGP HQBO! XDIW $ P& ( 4 $” 6 HH EHBZ IRUGHIY

" | WH&5 &did not approve WH$QQXDJ IFHQWH \KH $ SSTFDQAP D\ UHTXHWADQ DSSHDOR
\WH/ RV$ QIHBN & 1W & RXQAICE\ VXEP WY \WH._HQDCR! $ QOXDJ IFHOVH $ SSHDO RUP
/& ) 250  DQG\MH UHTXIWHG DSSHDCBD\ P HOAZ MKIQ  GD\ VR \WH CDWM RQWH
GHAMRQ BMWHU 7KH' HQIDAR $ QQXDO IFHQVH $SSHDO RWP LV DYDIDEGIRQ' &5 W Z HEV\M
KHH 3GDVH BVIHZ \WH IQAWKPIRQY RQWH IRP FDUHX@® 7KH &5 & GHAMRQ\R GHQ
\WH MXDQFH R WH $ QQXDO IFHQWH LV 1.QDADQG HIHAYH XSRQWH FRVHR WH - GD\
DSSHDCBHURG 1L QR HO DSSHDGIG R \WH & WV & RXQAICE\ WH $ SSTFDQW

6 HFRQG 1L \WH &5 & YRWMG\R DSSURYH WH $ QQXDO' IFHQVH DIVMUWH KHDUQJ ' &5 ZI@IGID
1RIFH R ( [ HP SWRQXQEHUKH &( 4 $ Z W \WH / RV $ QIHBV & RXQIV & BN * HQHD® ' &5 DIPV
WRIGI\WH 1 RIFHR ([HP SIRQZMIQ — CD\WVR WH &5 & KHDUQ) CDW 8 QGHU/ RV $ QIHBV
0 XQFSDGRGH VHAIRQ WHHIVD  GD DSSHDCSHURG\R DSSHDOKH &5 &V &( 4 $
GHMUP ICDIRQ R WWH / RV $ QI HBIV & W & RXGAOABMYY 1URP \WH GDW R WH IIG) R \WH 1 RIFH R
([HP SWRQ &( 4 $ DSSHDW P XWEH ILBIG AUHRV® Z W WH 2 1IIEH R WH & W & BIUN XVIQJ \KH & W
&GNV 1 RQ3OQUQ) &( 4 $ $SSHDO RP ) ORI IQAKFIRQY DQGWH IRUP  DUH DYDIDE®! RQ WH
&1 & BUNY Z HEVIVM KHUA

| \WHUH 1V QR DSSHDCR WH &( 4 $ GHMUP IQDURQ ' &5 Z LAWXH WH $ QQXDO

/ IFHQH 7KHHIVDORD G WM R @ MMRQY ABGY) 1URP \KH CDM R \KH
G R 1 RIFHR ([ HP SWRQIRUD OZ VXIWAKD@IQI Q) \WH & ( 4 $ GHMP ICDIRQ
+RZHYHU' &5 P D\ IWXH \KH $ QQXDO' IFHQVH QRE MMBQAQ) D SHQAQ) O VXIW

| WHUH IV DQ DSSHDCR! \WWH &( 4 $ GHMUP ICDIRQ \KH / RV $ QIHBV & 1W & RXQACY 1O
VFKHGX®I WH DSSHDIZ MIQ ~ GD\VR! W ILEQY) | \WWH DSSHDAY GHQHGE\ \WH/ RV
$QIHBV & W &RXQAO' &5 Z IOMWXH WH $ QQXDJ IFHQH

NOTE: Unless you have Temporary Approval, you will need to obtain an Operating Permit
for innin rations. ALL Licen MUST in an rating Permi

January 1. 2028. Please see the next section for information on Operating Permits.


https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://clerk.lacity.gov/clerk-services/cps/cps-resources/file-ceqa-appeal
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G. Obtaining an Operating Permit

1\ RX VXFPHWIX@® REMBAGHG DQ$ QQOXDO IFHQWH FRQIUDMOMRQY 3 BDVH QRM  KRZ HYHU \KDW RX
P XVWYAMDREVBAQ DQ 2 SHIDIY 3 HIP MEHIRUH IX@ FRP SOMGQI \WH $ QQXDJ' IFHOMQ) SURFHW

Once Applicants have received their Annual License, they must obtain an Operating

Permit from DCR. ( YHQL D/ IFHQMH KDV 7HP SRIDY $ SSIRYDOWH P XMWNREWBIQ DQ 2 SHIDWZY

3 HP MEHRWH WHU7HP SRIDY $ SSIRYDAWXHG | RUFDGIQEDU HDU H SILHV $1\WU- DQXDUY
DQ$ QRXDA IFHQWHH VKD@RWFRQGXPWDQ & RP P HIADCE: DQCDELY $ AW Z MRX\WDQ

2 SHIIQ] 3 HWP WS GKRXIK VRXQGV IDUDZ D\ \WHVH UHTXIUHP HQW UHTXIWH D VLI QUIEDQWV

DP RXQAR P H\RR FRP SG\WM

$Q2 SHIWY 3HP MZ IOEH MXHGE) ' &5 DI\MUWH $SSTFDQNV  REMBIQV DQ$ QQXDO IFHQWH
REWIQD' HSDWW HOMR 9X(@IQ) DQGBEDIHW ' 96 EXICIQ) SHP VR DAZ UABIONH 1L QRW

DOMDG DXWRUHG  REBIQV D KHDAK SHUP WURP WH & RXQWR! / RV $ QIHBN' HSDUWW HOAR

3XEQF + HDWand DQ( PEGP 3OFDG DQG  SDWHV D) IQDQQVSHAIRQ FRQGXAMGE) ' &5

7R RETAQ DQ 2 SHIW 3 HWP IW

Apply for a DBS building permit to allow retail use. <RXU%oMCHW 3 UHP IVHY GFDURQ
P XWNEH DXWRU HGE\ ' %6 IRUUHBION\WH 6 RP H GFDMRQV DUH DOHDG. DXWRU] HG IRUWH
FRUHRAAXWH 7R FKHAN L \ RXUYSMOHW 3UHP WMHV IV RCH R WHP - SGDVH VHH 3/ REDUIRQY
QHUIHG IRUS B VH RQ' &5 W ZHEVWM 7 KHVH GFDWRQY DOHDG. KDYH \WH UHTXIUHG
SI—LPIW%U&I—LWFD\NH 2 FFEXSDQR DXWRU] 1Q) UHVMBAOKWH
1\ RXUYOMOHW 3 UHP IVHY GFDBRQ LY QAMG WIS \WRWVWMS  EHBZ DERX\WWREWBIQQ)]
D & RXQW KHDWK SHUP IW
" T VRXUYSMCHW 3 UHP IVHY GFDMRQ Vot OAMG \ RX P XWWXEP WEOQV R %6 \R
REMIQ D EXICIQ] SHUWP MWRUUHBIONWH 3 BDVH UHDFK RXWR\KH ' %6 5 HMEXUDON
DQG 6 P DO/oMOWY ([ SUHWW 3 IR LDP  IRUDGAMRCDAQRIP DIRQ <RX P D\ DOR
UWHYIHZ D' %6 3 RZ HERQNKHUH IRUEDFNI URXQG LIQRUP DIRQ DERXW %6 SURFHWHV
) RUJHQHIDCSOQ FKHAN SHP W) DQG LQVSHRARQ TXHWIRQY FDO@ RU
RUP DN\H DQ RQEH DSSRQWN HQAZ W \WH YIWYDOFRXQMU ) RUTXHWIRQY
VSHALLE VR FDQUDELY SURWMIFW RUMR DSSO |RUFDVH P DRI HP HONWHWIEHY SGDWH
YIMWHKH 5 HEBXUDONDOG 6 P DOY/-MOHWY ([ SURWW 3 URIUDP Z HEVIVM |RUDGEMRCDO
IQARUP DUIRQ DQG FRQDFW
Request an inspection from DBS ,QRUWP DWRQFDQEH IRXQGRQWH' %6 Z HEVIW KHUH
J %6 UHTXIUHV\ RX W FRP SGMd DQ SK\ VIEDCFRUHRMIRQY RN\ RXUYOXMCHW 3 UHP IVHV
\RXP D\ EH UHTXWHG W VXEP MDQ XSCDWG %oMCHW 3 UHP WHYV' IDIWDP R &5
Provide DBS Permit Number to DCR. 2 GFH\ RX REMMQ D EXICIQ] SHP WURP ' %6 DQG
SDW DQIQVSHANRQYY HP DIO &5 &RP SIDOFHY OFIWRW DQGSURYIGH  \WWH SHUP IW
QPEHUDQG  WHIGRUSODQDSSUIRYHGE\ ' %6
Apply for a County Health Department Permit and Emblem Placard. / I[FHQMHHV P XWV
SRWHW DQ( PEGP 3OFDGE\ - DQXDU $SSTGDQNV P D\ VXEP MWOQV \R \KH
&RXQW + HDAN ' HSDWY HONFRQPXUWHQW® Z KHQ VXEP I SOQVWR' %6 7R REWMIQD



https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/annual-licensing/annual-licensing#Operating
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/licensing/annual-licensing/annual-licensing#Operating
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/compliance/compliance-and-inspections/la-county-department-public-health-inspection-program
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/compliance/compliance-and-inspections/la-county-department-public-health-inspection-program
https://www.ladbs.org/permit-issuance-instructions-and-information
https://www.ladbs.org/services/core-services/inspection/inspection-special-assistance/restaurant-small-business-express-program
https://www.ladbs.org/services/core-services/inspection/inspection-special-assistance/restaurant-small-business-express-program
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LADBS%20Cannabis%20Webinar%20Slides%202.23.2024.pdf
https://www.ladbs.org/services/core-services/inspection/inspection-special-assistance/restaurant-small-business-express-program
https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/?service=rfi
mailto:DCRCompliance@lacity.org
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KHDAK SHWP MDQG ( P EGP 3OFDG \ RX P XWAWXEP WD & DQCDELY ) DHONV 3 Q& KHFN

$ SSTDMRQ W \WH & RXQW 3 GDVH UH HUWR \WH LOAKRIRQY RQWH & RXQMV & & (3 ZHE
_SDJH DQG QDYLI DWW W \WWH 37HQDQWP SURYHP HOA7, 2 SHQQJ D1 HZ &DQRDEL ) DHOW

6 HARQ |RUIQAKRIRQY DQG IRP V 2 GFH\ RX REMBIQ D KHDAK SHIP MDQG ( P EGP 3 OFDUG
IURP \KH & RXQW SGDWHHP DIO &5 &RP SIOOFHY OFWRW VR SURVIGH DQ XSCDWM

Pass a DCR Final Inspection. 2 QFH\ RX KDYH FRP SOMIG \WH \VWMSV DERYH \ RX DUH

HD LEG R UHTXHWAD ) LCDQQVSHRARQ FRQGXRMGE\ ' &5 3®GDWHHP DIO

' &5 &RP SMQFHY OFWRW R UHTXHMAD ) ICDQQVSHRARQ |, 1 WH Yo-MOHW 3 UHP IWVHV GRHV
QRNEDW' &5 V) 1IQADQQVSHRANRQ WH HWAMP H D VHFRQG IQVSHRAINRQ P D\ EH UHTXIWHG

ZKIFK P D\ UHTXWUH DQ DCAMRGDAQVSHAIRQ | HH
Obtain an Operating Permit! | \KH 9%MGQHW 3 UHP IVHV SDWHV \WWH ) ICDQQVSHRAIRQ DQ

2 SHDWY 3 HP W IQEH WXHGE ' &5



http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/business/cannabis.htm
mailto:DCRCompliance@lacity.org
mailto:DCRCompliance@lacity.org
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

1. Do | need to attend the community meeting?

" &5 VWIRQIO UHFRP P HQGV WWDW RX DIWHQG WH FRP P XQW P HRMQJ 7 KH & DQCDELY 5 HI XOMRQ
&RPPIWRQ &5& ZIQHHYHDVXP P DY R DQ FRP P HQN P DGH DWKH FRP P XQW P H-MZY

DQGP D KDYH TXHWIRQY DWKH &5 & KHDUQJ -+ HDUQJ \WH FRP P HQW 1Q | DYRURUDJI DIQWYKH
DSSTDMRQ Z IOKHS \ RX SUHSDUH IRUWH &5 & KHDUKQ)

2. Dol need to attend the CRC meeting?

<HV 7KH $ SSTFDQNRUD GHVLI QDWMG UHSUHVHQBMYH VKRX@ DWHQG WH &5 & P HHAM 7KH&5 &
P D\ FRQUOXH \WH DIHQGED M 1RU RXUS QQXDCB SSTFDMRQ 1L \KHUH 1 QRAD UHSUAVHQUBMYH
SUHVHQIWR DEGUHW \WH &5 & DQG RUDQVZ HUDQ. TXHWIRQY

3. What can | do if DCR denies my Annual Application?

| &5 GHQHV DQ$ QXD SSTFDMRQ \ RX Z L@UHFHYH D GHRMRQBMKUILRP ' &5 LGHQMA IQ) \WH
UHDVRQV IRUWH GHQDO<RX P D\ DSSHDO &5 1 GHQIDOR \WH & DQQDELY 5 HI XOMRQ & RP P MMRQ

&5& 7RILBI DQDSSHDOVXEP IVWKH' HJIDR $ QXD IFHOMHS$SSHD) RP /& )250
DQG \WH WHTXIWHG DSSHDOSD\ P HOZ MKMIQ  GD\ VR WH DM RQ' &5 W GHAMRQ BMMU 7KH &5 &

Z IOKRG D KHDUQ) \R FROVIGHU\ RXUDSSHDO 7 KHUH DUH QR IXUIKHUDSSHDY DIVMUWH &5 &
4. What can | do if the CRC denies my Annual Application?

| WH &5 & QG QRWDSSURYH \WWH $ QQXDJ IEFHQVWH \ RX Z LOUHFHYH D GHRMRQ GMWHUILRP \KH &5 &
<RX P D\ DSSHDOR\WWH/ RV'$ QIHBN & IW & RXQFICE\ VXEP MDY WH'HODOR $ QQOXDJ) IEFHOWH
$SSHDO RP /& ) 250  DQGWH UHTXIUHG DSSHDCSD\ P HQAZ WIQ  GD\ VR \KH CDW RQ
\WH &5 & I GHRAMRQ BMIU 7 KH & W & RXQFICY LOKRT D KHDUQ) \R FROVGHU\ RXUDSSHDO 7 KHUH
DUH QR IXVUMUH DSSHD® DIVMUMKH & W & RXGFLO

5. DCR did a compliance inspection and found violations. Will DCR or the Cannabis
Regulation Commission (CRC) deny the Annual Application?

7KH $ SSTFDQVKRX@ GR IW EHWAR UAVROH DQ. FRP STIDQFH MVXHV DV TXIEND DV SRME®! ' &5
DQG\WH &5 & KDYH EURDG QVFUAIRQ\R GHQ. IRUWH BDVRQY 1Q/ RV $ QIHBV 0 XQFLSDCR.RCH
VHAIRQ Z KIEK IQFGGHV WH | DIOUH VR DGKHUH R \WH UHTXIWHP HOW Q' &5 W/ 5 XBN DQG

5 HIXOMRQY 7KH 5 XBN DQG 5 HI XOMRQV FDQEH IRXQGRQ' &5 W Z HEMM KHUH * HQHUD@®
VSHDNQJ ' &5 P D\ QROHWHBMY UHFRP P HQG WH MXDQFH RN DQ$ QQXDO IFHQVH IL WH YIRDMRQY
DUH P LQRUDQG RUKH $ SSTEDQAKDV P DGH JRRG | DV HIRW \R FRP SO


https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2024-05/LIC-4014-FORM%20Denial%20of%20An%20Annual%20License%20Appeal%20Form%20042524.1.pdf
https://cannabis.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph1726/files/2023-11/Cannabis%20Rules%20%26%20Regulations%20%28Effective%2011_27_2023%29.pdf
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6. Am | done with the process once | get an Annual License?

1R $QQXDO [FHQUH KRGHY P XWYALDREWIQ DQ 2 SHIDI 3 HIP MEHIRUH IX@® FRP SOMZI \WH

$ QX0 [EHOUQ) SURFHW $ IWMU- DQXDY $ QOXDO IFHQVHHY VKDOCRWRQGXAWDQ)

&RP P HUADCR DQCDEL $ W Z MRX\WDQ 2 SHIDME] 3 HUP W7 KLY P HDQV \WDWHYHQLL \ RX KDYH
7HP SRIDY $ SSURYDO\ RX Z IOQHHG \R REWIQ DQ 2 SHIWQ 3 HWP IVE\ - DQXDY $WRIK
KLY VRXQGV IDUDZ D.  \KHVH UHTXIUHP HQN UHTXIUH D VLI QUIEDQADP RXQAR P H VR FRP SO

3 GDVH GR RAGHD, B WH SURFHW \R REBAQ DQ 2 SHIDI 3 HP W



