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1 message

Kathy Guyton <kguyton@ecwandc.org> Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 8:09 PM
To: cannabiscommission@lacity.org

Good evening,

Empowerment Congress West Area NDC would like to present the attached community impact statement at Thursday's
public hearing.

--

Kathy L. Guyton
Secretary, Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECWA)
www.ecwandc.org

"Be yourself. Everyone else is already taken." Oscar Wilde
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P.O. Box 8898, Los Angeles, CA 90008 

April 30, 2024 

Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

RE: CF 14-0366 - Illegal Marijuana Dispensaries/Intent and Goals of Proposition D 

Empowerment Congress West Neighborhood Development Council (ECWA) recognizes and endorses 
the significant contributions of Gorilla Rx for their efforts as not only a commercial success, but as a 
vital social enterprise dedicated to the welfare and advancement of our community. 

Being the first black-woman-owned dispensary in Los Angeles, Good Times Crenshaw, aka Gorilla Rx 
Wellness Co., is a pioneering establishment. A beacon of progress and empowerment, it embodies a 
community-first spirit that extends beyond commerce and into community education and support.  

In the wake of California's Proposition 64 and the creation of Los Angeles' social equity program for 
cannabis businesses, Gorilla Rx seized the opportunity to foster equity for marginalized communities 
heavily impacted by historical drug policies. Through persistent advocacy and the development of 
grassroots organizations, Gorilla Rx represents a formidable voice for fair policy and equity within the 
cannabis industry at both local and governmental levels. 

Expanding upon its foundational goals, Gorilla Rx recently inaugurated Gorilla University adjacent to 
its retail space. This Community Wellness and Workforce Development Training Center serves as a 
critical resource for the South Los Angeles community, which has long faced socio-economic 
challenges including high poverty, crime rates, and limited educational and job opportunities. 

The commitment of Gorilla Rx to reinvest in and uplift the community promises not only to transform 
individual lives but to also inspire lasting positive change within the South-Central Los Angeles area.  

In solidarity, 

Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECWA) 

Page 2 of 2



Your Community Impact Statement Submittal - Council File Number: LA-R-24-
101737-ANN - City Planning Number: ENV-101737-ANN - Agenda Item Number: 17
Jacob Wasserman <jacobnwwnc@gmail.com> Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:16 PM
To: Jessica Fugate <jessica.fugate@lacity.org>, CannabisCommission@lacity.org, Cannabis@lacity.org
Cc: Josh Trifunovic <JoshNWNC@gmail.com>, Marcello Robinson <marcelloNCLA@gmail.com>

Cannabis Commission and staff,

Please find below and attached a Community Impact Statement in support of Westwood Farmacy's application for an
annual license.

Please inform us when you can your decision on their application tomorrow. Thank you,
--------------------------------------

Jacob Wasserman
Board member, Worker Seat and Secretary

North Westwood Neighborhood Council
<jacobnwwnc@gmail.com>

Pronouns: he/him/his
[Quoted text hidden]

Westwood Farmacy CIS.pdf
135K

 
Page 1 of 2
ITEM #17

https://www.northwestwoodneighborhoodcouncil.org/
mailto:jacobnwwnc@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=b2894d7cec&view=att&th=18f37bc38297d285&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=18f37b7f184c77a706e1&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=b2894d7cec&view=att&th=18f37bc38297d285&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=18f37b7f184c77a706e1&safe=1&zw


- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Department of Cannabis Regulation Record Number: LA-R-24-101737-ANN

Position: For

CEQA Clearance Number: ENV-101737-ANN

Position: For

Summary:

At our meeting on May 1, 2024, the North Westwood Neighborhood Council
voted unanimously to support Westwood Farmacy’s application for an annual license
for commercial cannabis activity (WFARM1045, at 1035 Gayley Avenue). The vote to
support was approved with 12 votes in favor, no votes against, and no abstentions.

The Council thanks the applicant for the outreach to our community and
Council stakeholders and Board Members. The applicant has a demonstrated record
of being a respectful neighbor and abiding by regulations for years without
community complaints.

Written by authority delegated under the Council bylaws and Community Impact
Statement filer designation
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