


Josefina Trevizo <josie.trevizo@lacity.org>

South Brentwood Residents Assn letter re: Velvet Cannabis (LA-R-24-310012-ANN)
Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com> Tue, Jul 2, 2024 at 11:48 AM
To: cannabiscommission@lacity.org
Cc: jasun@velvetcannabis.com, "Carolyn C. Jordan" <cjordan@glaserweil.com>, Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org>, Kevin
Brunke <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>, matthew.halden@lacity.org, Vince Blatney <vince@velvetcannabis.com>, Farid Harrison
<farid@velvetcannabis.com>, Jeff Khau <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>, Matt Morea <matt@velvetcannabis.com>, South Brentwood
Residents Association <info@southbrentwood.org>

Please submit the attached letter to the file for Velvet Cannabis, DCR record  LA-R-24-310012-ANN.

Thank you,

Lauren Cole

President, South Brentwood Residents Association

info@southbrentwood.org

310-259-9391

South Brentwood Residents Assn letter re Velvet Cannabis (12701 Wilshire) July 2 2024.pdf
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South Brentwood Residents Association 
149 South Barrington Ave. #194 
Los Angeles, California   90049 

www.southbrentwood.org 

July 2, 2024 

VIA EMAIL 
Cannabis Regulation Commission 
cannabiscommission@lacity.org 

Re: DCR Record No. LA-R-24-310012-ANN, 12071 W. Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90025 

Re: South Brentwood Residents Association Comment Letter re: Velvet Cannabis, 12071 
Wilshire Blvd. 

Dear Commission members, 

I am writing on behalf of the Board and members of the South Brentwood Residents Association 
(“SBRA”), which represents approximately 18,000 homeowners and renters who reside in the 
area south of San Vicente Blvd., north of Wilshire Blvd. (including the north side of Wilshire 
Blvd.), east of Centinela Ave. and west of Federal Ave., including all residents living in multi-
family dwellings throughout the entire Brentwood community.  

In addition to being the local residents group covering this project and the area immediately to the 
north of it, SBRA is also a member of the Brentwood Community Council (BCC), which is the 
umbrella group for all of Brentwood incorporating 13 homeowners’ associations, multi-family 
residential dwellers, business organizations, schools, religious groups, volunteer service groups, 
public safety and environmental organizations. As such, the BCC’s area also covers this project. 
Per correspondence submitted by the BCC on this project, the Los Angeles City Council has 
designated the BCC as the equivalent of a neighborhood council for land use and related issues 
coming before the City Council.  

We very much appreciate that following our request for an additional public meeting that we could 
publicize to our community,  the applicant agreed to hold such a meeting on June 27. We sent out 
multiple notices about this public meeting to the SBRA email list and the BCC sent notice to their 
list as well. We also forwarded the notice to additional neighborhood groups in Brentwood and 
West LA so that they could distribute it to their members. 
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During the meeting, the applicant answered questions about the company’s ownership and 
management, public safety and security, and parking. We very much appreciate their willingness 
to do outreach to the community and to be a good neighbor, and feel that they satisfactorily 
answered all of our questions. 

The SBRA Board has no further comments or questions and has no objections to the DCR 
providing a license to Velvet Cannabis to begin operating on Wilshire Blvd. 

Prior to the meeting SBRA received one letter from a community member which is attached. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren Cole 

President 
South Brentwood Residents Association 
www.southbrentwood.org 
info@southbrentwood.org 

cc:  Kevin Brunke, Legislative Deputy, Council District 11 
Matthew Halden, Council District 11 
Carolyn Jordan, Chair, Brentwood Community Council 
Jeff Khau, Planning Deputy, Council District 11 
Sean Silva, Field Deputy, Council District 11 

Alexis B., Velvet Cannabis 
Vince Blatney, Velvet Cannabis 
Farid Harrison, Velvet Cannabis 
Jasun Molinelli, Velvet Cannabis 
Matt Morea, Velvet Cannabis 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

South Brentwood Residents Association 
velvet
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 2:21:19 PM

Permitting/licensing store fronts for cannabis sales is unconscionable. 

When the city of Los Angeles instituted this cannabis permit process, it did a great disservice to the people they
represent.

The medical community is well aware that cannabis usage can have a very negative impact on brain development.
Many years ago, cigarette smoking, was accepted and used regularly. Many years later, we know that it is very
detrimental in all aspects Health.

Smoking marijuana has a very negative affect on the lungs and health.

Just because it's fashionable or popular doesn't mean that the city should condone the usage of marijuana and
licensing of businesses to sell marijuana.

I realize that this is already a done deal and it is futile for me to protest, but I just wanted to express my objection.

In the long run, this will hurt the health and safety of our community.

 =

Letter received from a community member in response to the notice of a public meeting for Velvet Cannabis
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RE: SBRA request for contact information for 12071 W Wilshire Blvd LLC (LA-R-24-
310012-ANN)
4 messages

Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com> Fri, Jun 7, 2024 at 12:43 PM
To: cannabiscommission@lacity.org
Cc: Brentwood SBRA <info@southbrentwood.org>, Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org>, Jeff Khau <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>,
Kevin Brunke <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>, "Carolyn C. Jordan" <cjordan@glaserweil.com>

Following up on the email below, I was on the hearing by phone yesterday in which the commission postponed the
hearing on this property until July 17 so that the DCR can follow up on the concerns we raised about lack of public
outreach.

I wanted to see whether I could work with the owner of the LLC, Alexis Bronson (and the DCR if you would like to be
involved) to see whether we can set up a couple of public meetings, probably by Zoom, that the South Brentwood
Residents Association and the Brentwood Community Council can publicize to our email lists.

I see only the mailing address in the application and given that the  30 day time period is short to set up public meetings I
wanted to see whether I can get an email address or phone number for him or if you can forward my contact information
to him so that we can set something up. Alternatively, I’m happy to work with someone on the DCR. I can coordinate with
Carolyn Jordan of the BCC so that we can have set up a meeting or meetings that covers both groups.

Thank you for your help on this.

Lauren Cole,

President, South Brentwood Residents Association

www.southbrentwood.org

info@southbrenwood.org

310-259-9391 cell

From: Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 1:45 PM
To: 'cannabiscommission@lacity.org' <cannabiscommission@lacity.org>
Cc: 'Brentwood SBRA' <info@southbrentwood.org>; 'Sean Silva' <sean.silva@lacity.org>; 'Jeff Khau' <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>;
'Kevin Brunke' <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>; 'Carolyn C. Jordan' <cjordan@glaserweil.com>
Subject: SBRA Public Comment/Request for new Public Hearing on 12071 W Wilshire Blvd (LA-R-24-310012-ANN)

Please see the attached for tomorrow’s CRC hearing on 12071 W Wilshire Blvd. (LA-R-24-310012-ANN). The South
Brentwood Residents Association is requesting that any decision on this project be postponed until after a new
Community Meeting & Public Hearing is scheduled as the Applicant and DCR failed to provide notice of the May 30
hearing to any of the local residents groups that cover this section of Wilshire Blvd.
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Thank you for submitting this into the record on this project and for considering the request.

Lauren Cole

Lauren Cole

President, South Brentwood Residents Association

www.southbrentwood.org

310-259-9391

Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org> Fri, Jun 7, 2024 at 6:06 PM
To: Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com>, "Carolyn C. Jordan" <cjordan@glaserweil.com>
Cc: cannabiscommission@lacity.org, Brentwood SBRA <info@southbrentwood.org>, Jeff Khau <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>, Kevin
Brunke <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>

Hi Lauren,

Thanks for your email. 

Our office is monitoring this matter and will get back to you as soon as possible -- we will continue to coordinate with DCR
on our end, and have internal discussions about the best path forward.

Thanks,
Sean

Sean Silva | Deputy, Venice | Planning Liaison 

Office of Councilwoman Traci Park ⭑ 11th District

WESTCHESTER: 7166 W. Manchester Ave, LA, CA 90045 

(310) 568-8772 TEL |

*PLEASE NOTE:  E-mail correspondence with the Office of Councilwoman Traci Park may be

subject to public disclosure under the California Public Records Act.  (including attachments) *

[Quoted text hidden]

Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com> Fri, Jun 7, 2024 at 6:46 PM
To: Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org>, "Carolyn C. Jordan" <cjordan@glaserweil.com>
Cc: cannabiscommission@lacity.org, Brentwood SBRA <info@southbrentwood.org>, Jeff Khau <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>, Kevin
Brunke <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>

Thanks Sean,
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I was just chatting with a contact I have on the WLANC and he thought that this group might have been on
the WLANC agenda for a meeting in March but didn’t end up presenting. The WLANC website doesn’t have
the 2024 agendas or meetings up so I can’t see if that’s the case.

I did notice in the Staff report for the project that the public meeting on May 30 had one comment and that
was from a representative for the business so it also confirms that the project needs some more community
outreach.

Have a good weekend,

Lauren

[Quoted text hidden]

Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com> Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 2:11 PM
To: Cannabis Commission <cannabiscommission@lacity.org>
Cc: Brentwood SBRA <info@southbrentwood.org>, Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org>, Jeff Khau <Jeff.khau@lacity.org>,
Kevin Brunke <kevin.brunke@lacity.org>, "Carolyn C. Jordan" <cjordan@glaserweil.com>, Donneka Ballard
<donneka.ballard@lacity.org>, Elvin Wheeler <elvin.wheeler@lacity.org>, Ryan Solis <ryan.solis@lacity.org>

Thank you!

Lauren 

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024, 12:18 PM Cannabis Commission <cannabiscommission@lacity.org> wrote:
Good afternoon Lauren,

Below is the contact information for 12071 Wilshire Retail, LLC's neighborhood liaison.

Name: Jasun Molinelli
Phone: 925-899-2023
Email: jasun@velvetcannabis.com 

Cannabis Regulation Commission
L.A. Dept. of Cannabis Regulation
221 N Figueroa St, Suite 1245 Los Angeles, CA 90012

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:23 AM Cannabis Commission <cannabiscommission@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello Lauren,

We received your email.  The business is required to display their neighborhood liaison contact information publicly. 

We have also forwarded your email to assigned analyst, Donneka Ballard, to assist with the contact information.

Kind regards,
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Cannabis Regulation Commission
L.A. Dept. of Cannabis Regulation
221 N Figueroa St, Suite 1245 Los Angeles, CA 90012

On Fri, Jun 7, 2024 at 12:43 PM Lauren Cole <lauren@colemediala.com> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
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Fwd: Opposing Issuance of Cannabis License: DCR App: LA-R-24310045-ANN
1 message

CannabisLA <cannabis@lacity.org> Mon, Jun 17, 2024 at 1:11 PM
To: DCR Cannabis Commission <CannabisCommission@lacity.org>

Please see attached.

Thanks.
Gidget

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Nathan Rosen <nrosen@ismrem.com>
Date: Mon, Jun 17, 2024 at 12:18 PM
Subject: Opposing Issuance of Cannabis License: DCR App: LA-R-24310045-ANN
To: Cannabis@lacity.org <Cannabis@lacity.org>
Cc: councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org <councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org>, Michael Orwitz
<MOrwitz@osminvestment.com>

Dear Department of Cannabis Regulation,

Please see our attached letter opposing issuing a Commerical Cannabis License for:

DCR Application #: LA-R-24-310045-ANN
S.E. #43 LLC, 1385 W. 29th St

Thanks,

Nathan Rosen 
Acquisitions Associate 
(310) 207-1227
OSM Investment Company
1516 S. Bundy Dr. Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90025
P: (310) 473-2406
F: (310) 473-2436
http://osminvestment.com/

--
Department of Cannabis Regulation
Tel: (213) 978-0738

2 attachments

Page 1 of 4
Item 18

mailto:nrosen@ismrem.com
mailto:Cannabis@lacity.org
mailto:Cannabis@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
mailto:MOrwitz@osminvestment.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1516+S.+Bundy+Dr.+Suite+300+%0D%0A+%0D%0ALos+Angeles,+CA+90025?entry=gmail&source=g
http://osminvestment.com/


Opposition of Comm Cannabis License x OSM Investment.pdf
47K

Dept of Cannabis Reg Notice of Meeting.pdf
93K
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Brentwood Country Mart Owner Comments regarding Cookies Brentwood
James Rosenfield <jrosenfield@jsrosenfield.com>
To: cannabiscommission@lacity.org

As you know, I am opposed to cookies operating adjacent to the Brentwood Country Mart.

I am in France now and tried to join the public meeting by phone but got bumped.   Pryor to being bumped, I heard the coordinator say that I would
not be able to speak.

For these reasons, I am writing down my objections in the hope that they can be forwarded to the appropriate people.

**************************************

We neither knew about, nor were we alerted to, the business wanting to locate adjacent to our property.  

I appreciate the invitation now to share my views.

The Brentwood Country Mart is a family oriented shopping village.   It has multiple offerings, services and uses that are specifically oriented to small
children and their families.

Most notably, we have three private schools who drop off and pick up children in our parking lot.   This serves hundreds of children per day, Monday -
Friday.  

A children’s clothing shop, an ice cream shop, a toy shop and a bookshop are all offerings that are specifically oriented to children.    These
businesses are all currently operating at the Mart and most of the uses have been part of the offerings at BCM for 75 years. 

As an owner / operator of a quasi public space, I have a duty to make the property safe for the children who patronise the Mart and their families.   I
take this duty seriously and go to great lengths to keep non conforming uses and activities out and family oriented offerings in.

We also now need to spend significant monies on private security to protect our environment.   This was not the case for most of the past 20+ years.

Cookies has brought unwanted crime and smoking to our community.   I understand that schools and other areas where children gather are off limits
to such uses.  

I urge the commission to consider the Brentwood Country Mart just such an environment in need of protecting for the sake of our children and ask
that Cookies relocate to a more appropriate and suitable location.

Sincerely,

James S. Rosenfield 
James S. Rosenfield

J. S. Rosenfield & Co., Inc.
921 Montana Avenue
Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 458-6682  phone
(310) 458-6681  facsimile
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LAUSD Comment Letter - 11906 Wilshire Blvd
1 message

'GODEK, GWENN (Contract Professional)' via DCR Cannabis Commission
<CannabisCommission@lacity.org>

Fri, Jul 5, 2024 at
4:54 PM

Reply-To: "GODEK, GWENN (Contract Professional)" <gwenn.godek@lausd.net>
To: Cannabis Commission <cannabiscommission@lacity.org>, "Fernandez, Bryan" <cp-bryan.fernandez@lausd.net>
Cc: "jason.killeen@lacity.org" <jason.killeen@lacity.org>, "dcrlicensing@lacity.org" <dcrlicensing@lacity.org>,
"maresja.bray@lacity.org" <maresja.bray@lacity.org>, "Donohoe, Colin" <cdonohoe@lausd.net>, "Aubele, Raymond"
<raymond.aubele@lausd.net>

Dear Commissioners,

LA Unified School District received a Notice of Community Meeting and Public Hearing to permit a Type
10 - Retailer Storefront Commercial Cannabis Activity at 11906 Wilshire Blvd (#LA-R-23-320026-ANN).
We are providing the attached comments to be included in the community meeting and public hearing
process for this application. 

Regards,

Gwenn Godek

CEQA Advisor | CP

LAUSD | OEHS

(d) 213.241.4707

(c) 310.936.4303

http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa

LAUSD Comment Letter - 11906 Wilshire Blvd.pdf
806K
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June 26, 2024 

Sent via e-mail 
Commissioners  
City of Los Angeles, Department of Cannabis Regulations 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 145 
Los Angeles, CA, 90012 

SUBJECT: PROJECT LOCATION: 11906 Wilshire Blvd 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Type 10 – Commercial Cannabis Activity 
CASE NUMBER: LA-R-23-320026-ANN 

Presented below are comments submitted on behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
regarding application no. LA-R-23-320026-ANN. Los Angeles Unified School District received a Notice 
of Community Meeting and Public Hearing for this application for a Type 10 – Commercial Cannabis 
Activity located at 11906 Wilshire Boulevard in West Los Angeles. The District expresses its disapproval 
of commercial cannabis sales next to its schools. According to the state Department of Cannabis Control, 
there are no licensed cannabis retail operation at the project address and therefore, approval of the 
application would introduce a new cannabis retail operation that is located 619 feet from Brockton Avenue 
Elementary School (204 students) and 778 feet from University High School (1,418 students) (Exhibit A – 
700-foot Radius from Brockton Avenue ES). LAMC SEC. 105.02 (a)(1)(B) expressly prohibits the business
premise of a commercial cannabis activity to be located less than 700 feet from the elementary school.
There is an undue concentration of cannabis retail licenses next to our schools with three existing licensed
cannabis retailers within a quarter mile along Wilshire Boulevard (see Exhibit B – Licensed Cannabis
Retailers 0.25 Miles)

Based on the extent and location of the proposed development, LAUSD is concerned that the close proximity 
of commercial cannabis activity with retail storefront located a block away from our schools would facilitate 
exposure to and access by students at Brockton Avenue Elementary School and University High School of 
harmful cannabis products, the District asks not to allow the operation of commercial cannabis activity at 
this location.  

In general, operations of cannabis dispensaries have caused concerns about these businesses ability to ensure 
safe environments for children and to consistently adhere to regulations that protect youth. A recent study 
published in JAMA Pediatrics looked at 700 licensed cannabis dispensaries in California and found that 
many retail locations have inadequate screening processes1, which allows minors to enter and view items 
that should be restricted to adults 21 and over2. In addition, the study found multiple issues with dispensaries: 

• 35% of dispensaries had items that may appeal to teens and children inside retail areas
• 12% of dispensaries checked IDs prior to entering premises

1 https://healthpolicy.usc.edu/article/kids-and-cannabis-california-dispensaries-lack-adequate-screening-to-keep-out-minors-usc-ucsd-study-
finds/   
2 Shi Y, Pacula RL. Assessment of Recreational Cannabis Dispensaries’ Compliance With Underage Access and Marketing Restrictions in 
California. JAMA Pediatr. 2021;175(11):1178–1180.

ALBERTO M. 
CARVALHO  
Superintendent 

CARLOS A. TORRES 
Director, Environmental Health and Safety 

JENNIFER FLORES 
Deputy Director, Environmental Health and Safety 
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• 85% of dispensaries offered promotions, first-time purchase discounts and weekly or daily deals
• 22% were in violation of California’s free sample ban for takeaway items, and
• 16% of dispensaries violated on-site consumption bans

Edibles such as the ones available in cannabis stores are particularly concerning in light of recent news 
reports of LA Unified students at Sun Valley Magnet School3 and Van Nuys Middle School4 experiencing 
health emergencies as a consequence of ingesting cannabis-infused edibles. From 2016-2022, marijuana-
related calls to California Poison Control System (CPCS) sharply increased for children (aged <6 years) by 
445%, and for adolescents (aged 6-19 years) by 151%. Legalization of marijuana retail sales in 2018 may 
have increased the potential for exposure to marijuana among younger individuals, who are likely to mistake 
marijuana edibles for normal candy and consume an entire package.5 These stores sell products that have 
the potential to expose students to excessive concentrations of pesticide, “Twenty-five of 42 legal cannabis 
products that The Times and WeedWeek purchased from retail stores and had tested at private labs showed 
concentrations of pesticides either above levels the state allows or at levels that exceed federal standards for 
tobacco. The contaminants include chemicals tied to cancer, liver failure, thyroid disease and genetic and 
neurologic harm to users and unborn children”.6 

Declining to approve application no. LA-R-23-320026-ANN to renew its license is consistent with LAMC 
Section 105.00 (Purposes and Intent), which states,  

“The purpose of this article is to stem the negative impacts and secondary effects 
associated with Cannabis related activities in the City, including, but not limited to, those 
documented in case law and in the legislative histories of cannabis regulations in the City, 
including but not limited to: neighborhood disruption and intimidation caused in part by 
increased transient visitors; exposure of school-age children and other residents sensitive 
to cannabis; cannabis sales to minors; and violent crimes.’ 

The District’s charge is to protect the health and safety of students and staff, and the integrity of the learning 
environment. Cannabis/marijuana’s well-documented harmful effects on youth are exacerbated by allowing 
retail sales of such products next to schools.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you need additional information, please contact me at (323) 
241-4210.

Regards, 

Bryan Ramos Fernandez, AICP 
CEQA Project Manager 
Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety (OEHS) 
333 S Beaudry Ave., 21st Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Attachment:  Exhibit A – 700-foot Radius from Brockton Avenue ES 
Exhibit B – Licensed Cannabis Retailers 0.25 Miles 

3 https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-03-15/7-children-treated-sun-valley-marijuana-gummies   
4 https://abc7.com/van-nuys-middle-school-medical-emergency-possible-overdoses/12515261/ 
5http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/MDU/MDBrief/MarijuanaBrief.pdf#:~:text=Rates%20of%20marijuana%20use%20among%20youth%20
aged%2012-17,used%20marijuana%20in%20the%20past%20year%20in%20LAC
6 https://www.latimes.com/california/newsletter/2024-06-17/cannabis-investigation-la-times-weedweek-toxic-pot-essential-california 
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EXHIBIT A – 700-FOOT RADIUS FROM BROCKTON AVENUE ES 

Page 4 of 5



EXHIBIT B – LICENSED CANNABIS RETAILERS 0.25 MILES
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