




1858 N Echo Park
NISHA GONZALES <40096@lapd.online> Mon, Jun 30, 2025 at 4:35 PM
To: Cannabis Commission <cannabiscommission@lacity.org>

Please see attached.

Thank you,

Nisha

Sergeant Nisha Gonzales

Northeast Area Adjutant

3353 San Fernando Road

Los Angeles, Ca 90065

(323) 561-3205

(323) 561-3221

40096@lapd.online
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LA-R-24-320041-ANN DOPEMATES
westsidenc@ca.rr.com <westsidenc@ca.rr.com> Fri, Jun 27, 2025 at 8:10 AM
To: CannabisCommission@lacity.org
Cc: jenny.torres@lacity.org, Vanessa Saldana <vanessa.saldana@lacity.org>

Please submit the Westside NC comments to the file for DOPEMATES LA-R-24-320041-ANN

Terri Tippit, WNC Chair

WNC Cannabis Commission Dopemates.pdf
134K
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WESTSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
P.O. Box 64370 Los Angeles CA 90064
www.wncla.org (310) 474-2326
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Terri Tippit, Chair
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Shannon Burns, Treasurer
Jane Wishon, Parliamentarian

BOARD MEMBERS
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Jeff Hronek
Mary Kusnic
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June 26, 2025

Cannabis Regulation Commission

City Hall Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street
Re: Dopemates LA
11040 Santa Monica Blvd

Via email CannabisCommission@lacity.org

Re: LA-R-24-320041-ANN

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Westside Neighborhood Council
(WNC) representing approximately 80,000 stakeholders.

On June 12, 2025 Dopemates LA was on our agenda to present. Mr.
Rahim Samadian appeared before the WNC, introduced himself and
answered questions.

The applicant's proposed dispensary location is 362 feet from 11010
Santa Monica Blvd, otherwise know as the Weingart Center, a 51 unit
Permanent Supportive Housing facility, identified as a “sensitive use”.
Which served Veterans and seniors.

Mr. Samadian told the council he did not know about the Weingart Center,
or where it was. When asked, he did not know about his own dispensary's
Community Meeting scheduled for May 29, 2025 on zoom, did not know if
meeting notices were sent out to addresses within 500 ft of the proposed
dispensary site, did not know that DCR has guidance available to him as a
Social Equity applicant.
Mr. Samadian told the council he had been threatened with a knife one
evening when he was taking photographs of his storefront.

On June 9th & 10th, I personally spoke with the Weingart Center building
manger Nikki Johnson, and maintenance manager Richard Young
regarding their knowledge and thoughts of a cannabis dispensary
potentially located half a block away. They were both surprised, and
expressed disappointment of this news. They had not received the notice
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of the Community Meeting Their residents are already struggling with
sobriety and rehabilitation. A majority of the residents are Veterans. Mr.
Young informed me that there were fights, arguments and problems that
would spill out to the street on many occasions.
There is a security guard at the site, but only between 4-7pm.

The Westside Neighborhood Council is concerned that this dispensary will
bring more problems to an already troubled area, and make it more
difficult for the Weingart Center residents who are struggling to rehabilitate
themselves and stay sober and healthy. There is a reason why DCR has
the list of “Sensitive Use” locations that dispensaries must be located at
least 700 feet away from.
The Weingart Center is only 362' away.

Although the Weingart Center certificate of occupancy was not issued
until April 23, 2024, the Permanent Supportive Housing site was approved
on May 19, 2020. The Dopemates LA application was submitted on May
31, 2023, a full three years later.

Respectfully,

Joanne Dorfman

WNC
Chair Cannabis Committee
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